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By Phil Vourtsis
What a great opportunity to talk with someone who actually
worked in an RCA Victor plant determining the best mixture of
the vinyl mix to make the new 45 rpm records. Al Pollack is a
Chemical Engineer who worked in RCA’s Indianapolis Plant
from 1950 to 1955. The plant was 100,000 square feet and took
up a complete city block. When Al joined the RCA team he was
the Chief Record Compound Engineer. In 1950 they were still
making colored records. Al describes it this way, “The vinyl
supplier was B. F. Goodrich. The compound would arrive in
railroad cars. They would run a color (like red) for a week and
then clean out the machines.The compound would be heated to
500 degrees fahrenheit and dropped into a colander. Once the
proper thickness was obtained (this was critical to the process)
the mix was chopped into biscuits. Each biscuit would be
stamped into one record. Colored vinyl required a special
thickening agent to achieve higher viscosity. Black records
could use a cheaper thickening agent (calcium Carbonate). This
is one of the reasons RCA eventually went to all black records
staying with one color also meant no assembly line stops for the
color changes.”Al is now retired and living in Levitown, PA.
(continued on page 3)
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Howard H. Scott, who was part of the team at Columbia
Records that introduced the long-playing vinyl record in 1948
before going on to produce albums with the New York
Philharmonic, Glenn Gould, Isaac Stern and many other giants
of classical music, died on Sept. 22 in Reading, Pa. He was 92.

The cause was cancer, said his daughter, Andrea K. Scott.
In 1946, Mr. Scott was 26 and just discharged from the Army
when he got a job at Columbia Masterworks, the label’s
classical division. He was soon assigned to Columbia’s top-
secret project: developing a long-playing record to replace the
78 r.p.m. disc, which could hold only about four minutes of
music on each brittle shellac side.

The project had begun in 1940 and was nearing completion. But
its engineers needed someone with musical training —
particularly the ability to read orchestral scores — to help
transfer recordings from 78s to the new discs, which played at
331/3 r.p.m., could hold about 22 minutes a side and were
made of more durable vinyl.

Howard Hillison Scott fit the bill. Born in Bridgeport, Conn., on
May 31, 1920, he graduated from the Eastman School of Music
in 1941 and had just begun graduate piano studies at Juilliard
when he was drafted the next year. Back in civilian life in July
1946, he was hired by Columbia as a trainee. In the days before
magnetic tape came into wide use, the process of transferring
music to the new discs (soon to be known as LPs) was
complex. Long pieces of music, split among multiple 78 r.p.m.
records, needed to be stitched together on the new discs
without interruption.

To do that, Mr. Scott and his colleagues lined up overlapping
segments of music on 78s, and — with Mr. Scott snapping his
finger in coordination — switched the audio signal at just the
right moment from one turntable to the other. As the industry
began to use magnetic tape, beginning in the late 1940s, such
work was no longer necessary.

As a staff producer at Columbia, Mr. Scott worked on hundreds
of recordings by most of the major orchestras of the United
States, including those of Boston, Cleveland, Philadelphia, St.
Louis and Cincinnati in addition to
the New York Philharmonic. He had a particularly close
association with Gould, beginning with his historic recording of
Bach’s “Goldberg” Variations in 1955.

Mr. Scott left Columbia in 1961 and worked at MGM Records,
RCA Red Seal, the publisher G. Schirmer and the Rochester 

Philharmonic, where he was executive manager in the 1970s.
He won a 1966 Grammy Award as the producer of the classical 
album of the year: Charles Ives’s Symphony No. 1, performed
by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Morton Gould conducting,
on RCA Red Seal.

From 1986 until his retirement in 1993, Mr. Scott worked for
Sony, Columbia’s corporate successor, as a producer, once
again transferring old albums to a new format: the CD.

In addition to his daughter, Mr. Scott is survived by a son, Jon;
two sisters, Carol Ruth Shepherd and Elaine Silver; and two
granddaughters.

In a 1998 interview with The New York Times, on the 50th
anniversary of the introduction of the LP, Mr. Scott remarked
about the durability of the format, and took note of a small
renaissance taking root at the time.

“They lived from 1948 to 1978, when the CD came in,” he said.
“Now they’re coming back. Small companies are issuing them.
I’m still an LP fan.” 

__________________________________________________
Last issue I mentioned a Truetone portable player in nice
physical shape went for $430 on Ebay. Obviously if you looked
at the picture you see that it is a Phono Art machine. Sorry for
the confusion.
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Retired RCA engineer meets

phonofolks at vintage ’Record

Collector’ store in NJ
(Continued from page 1)

Luckily I have some great pictures of the Indianapolis
plant when RCA Victor was manufacturing 45s. The
first shot shows workers thinning the compound to the
required thickness. The second shot shows how the
45 rpm record complete with labels is removed from
one of the powerful presses at Indianapolis plant.
Shot three shows how excess material is stripped
from the outer rim. Shot four shows semi-automatic 

machines punching out the large center hole at a rate
of 30 disks per minute. Many thanks to Al for sharing
his experiences with us.
Joining Al Pollack and I were phono-lovers Nick
Domenico and John Tyminski, and store owner John
Chrambanis. The store is located in Bordentown, NJ
and is really worth the trip. There are thousands of
vinyl records for sale. John T showed me the ‘back
room’ where there was the biggest assortment of 45s 
I have ever seen in one room. They had not be
cataloged yet. The place is so big, they have live
groups performing regularly. Check out the webpage
at www.The-Record-Collector.com. There are hardly
any record stores left so this place is a real treat.
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Bob Becker
(201.391.2971)
7 Woodland Road
Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677
rdbbecker@aol.com
Beige knob for 8EY4FK
Large tuning or vol knob for 9Y510
6JM25 Ding Dong Slideomatic
7HF45 Oak or Maple preferred
8EY4DJ gray plastic front with lid
Decca blk/red portable 45 player

Joe Centanni

(585.230.1539)

74 Oakbriar Ct

Penfield, NY 14526 

s100x@rochester.rr.com

VM Stereo 45 player

Magnavox  45 player

Charles Cummins 
(817-732-4313)
3912 Calmont Ave                           
Fort Worth, Texas 76107

David Cox

(937)484-3241

1407 Knight Road

Urbana, OH 43078

dcc49@yahoo.com

45 spindle for Admiral 5W12N 2-speed record
player

Bakelite lid for Zenith twin seven

Outer concentric radio/phono knob for
Emerson 635

Dennis D’Amico  
11892 Pine Street
Los Alamitos, CA 90720-4163
lionelguy@yahoo.com

 Bill Gourd

(989-832-2934)

1024 West Park Drive

Midland, Michigan 48640

In priority order:

8EY4, 7HF45 (wood case)

8HF45P (portable)

4Y511 (radio/phono)

9Y510 or 9Y511 (radio/phono) 6BY4

Hank Granse
(360-871-9014)
6751 View Dr. SE
Port Orchard, WA 98367
hgranse@wavecable.com

Bob Green 

(570-366-3949)

1711 Breezy Acres Rd

Orwigsburg, PA 17961

For Sale- 15E Demonstrator

rcgreen@schmobile.com

Doug Houston 
(810-627-4141)
3441 South Hadley 
Ortonville, Michigan 48462
HoustonD@tacom.army.mil

Bob Kolba 

904.285.5483

161 Twelve Oaks Lane

 Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 320082
Rkolba0211@aol.com

John Lee 
314 East 11th St. 
Upland, CA 91786
nipper45@verizon.net
Can scan other character model decal in
exchange for Snow White.

John Ortale 

(203-754-8346)

44 Barden Street 

Waterbury, CT 06706

ortl@aol.com

Early Disney models

Tom Paruta
(716) 837-8131
43 Flower St.
Buffalo, NY
TomTMP58@aol.com
Zenith model T545 radio/phono.
Zenith twin seven (G660) or “Dartmouth” console
with twin 7

Bob Reck

(410)647-1849484 

Botteford Court, 

Severna Park, MD 

Dan Saporito 
8 – 5th Ave
Ortley Beach, NJ  08731                 

Doug Robinson

2609S. 800E.

Salt Lake, Utah 84106

Doug45rpm@hotmail.com

James Romano
(856-220-9588)
1101 Berlin Rd
Cherry Hill, NJ  08034
JUKEBOXJUNKIE@aol.com
Looking for RCA 15E Demonstrator

Ray Tyner 

(614-475-1697)

4709 Wendler Blvd

Columbus Ohio 43230-1642

rcray45rpm@msn.com

Birch 45 player, Steelman 45 player

Chambers Williams 
(817-446-0346)
9423 Marsh Creek
San Antonio, Texas 78250

Rex North

(937-368-3060)

5333 Alcony-Conover Road

Conover, Ohio  45317 

Looking fir spare idler and cam

Willie Bosco

707.923.3897

1588 Miller Creek Rd.

Garberville, CA 95542

williamjbosco@gmail.com

Cam kits, and Lowrider cartridges
available again!

Paul Childress
6632 W. Denny Ct.
Chesterfield, VA 23832
804-271-7842
pchildress@prodigy.net

Bob Havalack 

(585-458-0801)

1239 Plymouth Ave South

Rochester, NY 14611

ebm21@frontiernet.net

Will repair/rebuild players.

Specialize in car 45 player rebuilds.

Idler and Cam rebuilding

V-M Audio Enthusiasts
(248-478-0990) eves/wkends
37530 E. Meadowhill
Northville, MI 48167
info@thevoiceofmusic.com
www.thevoiceofmusic.com
Repair parts including both
V-M and RCA 45 players.

Phil Vourtsis

(732-446-2427)

13 Cornell Place

Manalapan, NJ 07726

philvourtsis@gmail.com

Books signed by author

The Fabulous Victrola ‘45’

Schiffer Publishing LTD.

$25 plus $4 shipping

Vintage Electronics
128 Buccaneer Drive
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
601.264.4755
phonoed@aol.com
www.vintagelectronics.com 
Rebuilding Service
Idlers, cams, cartridges
Flash- NOS Sonotone 1P carts for the better
sounding 45 players 

West Tech Services

615 Fairground St.
Caldwell, Ohio  43724        
TELE/FAX:  740-732-6056

westtechservices@yahoo.com

 Rebuilding Service

Idlers, cams, cartridges

Kurt Wilmarth
(716.279.8948)
c/o Echo-Tone Music
991 Genesee Park Blvd
Rochester, NY 14619

Croonin@frontiernet.net
Repair/restore service

Retro-Tronics

Custom radio backs and phono bottoms
for 45EY2, 7EY series

www.retro-tronics.com
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