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MEETING/
ACTIVITY
NOTES

Although your editor was unable to
attend last month’s meeting, 15 members
braved the weather and were rewarded
with an excellent slide presentation by Ray
and Edith Chase on radio-related
postcards, some going back to the early
Marconi era.

From the “You Can’t Hold a Good Man
Down” department, you will probably note
from this month’s “NJARC’s Tube
Program” article that Lud Sibley is still
hard at work supporting the club’s activ-
ities from his horizontal desk...it’s ama-
zing what recuperative powers an NJARC
fruit basket has! As an adjunct to Lud’s
article, the club would like to remind
members that the work involved in this
program is significant and it is offered as a
benefit as part of the $15 membership fee.
Buying tubes for the sole purpose of resale
is not only unfair to the people directly
involved in the program but to the entire
membership. ‘Nuff said.

On Saturday, January 27, the following
club members worked from 9:00AM to
2:00PM instaiiing a PA system in the
Grace Lutheran Church and adjacent
nursery: Rick Weibezahl, Jim Amici, Phil
Vourtsis, Ernie Hartman. Marty Friedman,
Gary D’Amico, John Ruccolo and Tony
and Kathleen Flanagan. The cordless mike
system was donated by the club while Don
Cruise donated a Bogen amplifier and Rick
Weibezahl provided the speakers, housings
and transformers. Rev. Watkins was very
appreciative, especially since members had
to work around church volunteers who
were painting the nursery. Work on the
meeting room system will be finished in
the near future, using an amplifier donated
by John Dilks.

(continued on page 3)

MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, February 9, 1996
at 7:30 pm at the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main
Street in Freehold. Contact Marv Beeferman at (609)-693-9430 for
directions. The topic for this month will be “The Rationalized Autodyne”
presented by Al Klase.

NJARC’s TUBE PROGRAM

By Ludwell Sibley

As regular meeting attenders know. NJARC has had a "tube program" going for
a couple of years. Similar to programs of the Mid-Atlantic, Delaware Valley, and
Ottawa clubs, this operation solicits donations of new and used tubes from members.
Incoming tubes are sorted, tested. and boxed. Some receive a brief stay in the "tube
hospital" to fix loose bases, missing top caps, broken pins, etc. They are then offered
at club meetings at affordable prices. This makes replacements available in and out
of flea-market season, and supports the club.treasury.

The program tries to have one to three "copies" of all tubes used in radios available
at any given meeting. We try to cover everything from "All-American Five" sets to
communication and audio gear, which presently means about 800 types. These are
backed-up with a stock amounting to, in total numbers. roughly 3500 tubes.

Of course, a donation-based system can't cover all possible types. We've never had
an FM1000 available, and 1L6s are a sometime thing. Members ask pointedly
whether the club offers WD-11s, 3LF4s, EL34s, etc. (read: "why not?"). We have
done a few selective purchases of tubes at auctions and other events where the types
and price seemed right. But basically the stock reflects donations. Members support
the program - rather generously in some cases - with boxes and grocery bags of
contributions.

Along that line, if there were awards for donors, the "Most Big-Pin Types" prize
would go to Rick Weibezahl. The "Biggest Volume" certificate would belong to Bob
Lynn, who has provided perhaps three cubic yards of tubes all told. And the "Most
Western Electric Types" award would go to Larry Rubins. But smaller donations,
which have amounted to sixty or so by now, have been very helpful too. Experience
shows that even the grubbiest grocery bag of "TV pulls" contains something useful.
We'll take anything from "new-in-the-box" to coated with mud and apparently
unidentifiable.
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