Fall 1996
— MEETING/
? ACTIVITY
. NOTES
Reported By Marv Beeferman

As a change of pace from the club’s
standard technical format, March’s “Show
and Tell” program was warmly received.
Some of the highlights included:

*Tom Provost - a 1926 Day-Fan radio
intended to be powered by a motor-
generator set (150 VDC); a switch on the
radio was provided to turn the remote MG
set on locally. Tom also showed its unusal
accompanying speaker and noted the
“hidden treasure” it contained - six 01A’s
wrapped in the 1943 edition of the Trenton
State Gazette.

*Mark Mittlemen - an all-wood (no bake-
lite) Pacific Claretone 5-tube TRF set.
Mark also exhibited “the only porcelain
radio still in existence.” Although Mark’s
credentials are highly respected, the
“flushing” noise it made when turned on
left most members skeptical regarding its
importance in the history of radio.

«John Dilks - a 4-ohm filament resistor
mourted on a beautiful porcelain base and
a vintage pocket “radio troubleshooter”
which John still references today.

sMarty Friedman - a 1944 Army-Navy
Production Award presented to Marty’s
father by the Tung-Sol Lamp Works for
“Excellence in War Production.”

«John Ruccolo - an RCA record player/
radio combination frequently advertised by
Bing Crosby where, to start playing, the 78
RPM record was inserted into a slot in the
unit.

*Phil Vourtsis - a 1952 countertop “juke-
box” manufactured by the Ristaucrat
Company of Appleton Wisconsin, fully
restored and operational. The customer
would deposit dimes or nickels to make up
to 9 selections and the player would locate
the choice from a vertical stack of 45’s.
(continued on page 2)
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MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, April 12, 1996 at
7:30 pm at the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main Street
in Freehold. Contact Marv Beeferman at (609)-693-9430 for directions.
The topic for this month will be “Suggestions for Restoring and Replicating
Radio Dials” presented by Tom Provost.

NEW JERSEY TUBE HISTORY

REPEATS ITSELF

By Ludwell Sibley

In his recent (and excellent) biography Zworykin, Pioneer of Television, noted
television historian Albert Abramson includes a footnote as to how he had acquired
some precious samples of early RCA developmental TV tubes. Speaking of Howard
Schrader, the high-powered (and now departed) tube collector in Princeton, he says

In 1977, he showed me a dl?lay of television tubes that he had gathered from
the RCA plant in Camden. Schrader told me that in 1942 when the RCA labs
moved from Camden to Princeton he heard that the RCA patent museumn was
going to be eliminated due to lack of space. Every item was to be thrown out.
The word went out to all collectors in the area that on a certain day all these
items would be available for free collection. All tubes that were not taken were
to be immediately destroyed. He told me that he and four other collectors
worked very hard to stay ahead of the men with the hammers. He gathered
about a thousand tubes and took them back to Princeton. Later, he was quite
generous with them and gave me a doien of his choice tubes . . . which included
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I've confirmed this story with a present-day tube collector, who adds that RCA's
museum receiving tubes had been taken to the local dump independently, and that
Schrader also rescued many of them. Apparently not all the television samples were
destroyed; NJARC's Jim Whartenby reports that several early RCA iconoscopes are on
display at the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia. But here's how history repeats: a few
months ago Jim brought into a club meeting a bunch of samples freshly salvaged from
the dissolution of the RCA patent museum at Princeton! He kindly handed out sample
prototype tubes (mostly '60s types like Compactrons) and transistors (typically TA-
coded developmental items). All had their original record sheets attached. Jim had
also saved a prototype identified on its box as "the first” pentagrid converter, the relic
of a patent suit between RCA and Philco. Clearly, RCA had grown a new patent
museum while installed at the David Samoff Center at Princeton, only to have it
ordered destroyed after the takeover by GE. Sic transit gloria . . .






