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Reported by
Marv Beeferman

The ON-LINE Broadcaster

The New Jersey Broadcaster is now on-
line. To date, close to 100 of your fel-
low NJARC members have subscribed,
saving the club nearly $2000 a year and
a significant amount of work. Inter-
ested? To subscribe, send your e-mail
address to mbeeferman@verizon.net.
Be sure to include your full name.
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NOTICE (NO MEETING)

HOLIDAY PARTY AT INFOAGE!

SATURDAY, DEC. 11

Friday meeting this month!

Hope you made reservations for our Holiday Party. The fun begins at the
NJARC museum at 5:00 PM with a non-alcoholic cocktail hour and continues
with a delicious Italian buffet in the Marconi Hotel dining room at 6:15. If you
changed your mind at the last minute, we might have some openings left; e-mail
me at mbeeferman@cs.com and we'll see if we can fit you in. Dress is casual
and please remember your "Mystery Grab Bag" gift. Please note - there is no

The highlight of the November meeting
was a well-received presentation by me m-
ber Pete Olins on Atwater Kent breadboard
restoration. Pete held our hand every step
of the way with a slide presentation of the
major concepts including board stripping,
coil winding, resolving rotor tracking prob-
lems, brass cleaning, binding post and dial
and knob restoration and painting. Dave
Sica has promised to post copies of the
slides on our website.

A close-up of Pete's attention to detail.

Webmaster Dave Sica discusses a fine
point of breadboard restoration with
Pete.

A last minute mini-auction with some
unexpected items brought a nice end to
the evening. Your editor was happy to
take homne a rotary spark gap motor from
the Edgcomb-Pyle Wireless Mfg. Co.
(East Liberty, PA.) and an old practice
key and buzzer for reasonable bids. A
nice Stromberg-Carlson radio sold for
$20.

This month's Broadcaster includes the

rules for the NJARC 2011 Broadcast
Band DX contest which will run from
January 21 to the 30th. For log sheets, a
station list and distances, go to http://
www.njarc.ar88.net/contest.html.  You'll
also find some DX videos and plans for
simple loop antennas for more sensitive
crystal sets and one tube radios to avoid
stringing up an outside antenna.

In preparation for the DX contest,
Technical Coordinator Al Klase will run a
repeat of the very popular "DXpedition"
from 2009 on January 14. This event will
take place in lieu of the January meeting.
Again, full details are included in this
month's issue.

Finally, we've included an article by
Ray Chase covering NJARC and InfoAge
participation at the Clifton High School
Science Fair. There is much more to this
article than meets the eye. It is represen-
tative of the significant donation of time,
effort and work that some of our members
contribute to advertise the club and Info-
Age and the results that show the fruits of
their labors. Hats off to Ray, Harry,
Dave, Evan, Richard, Fred, Al, Mel and
Matt for this great effort, especially when
they had to concurrently support the Hal-
loween Mad Scientist Lab at InfoAge.
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NOT YOUR
TYPICAL
SCIENCE FAIR

By
Ray Chase

At a prior meeting, I had mentioned
that a science fair was being held in
Clifton, NJ. On the surface, it was not
that noteworthy; these things have been
held for many years, with a huge increase
in popularity following Sputnik. But this

one was a little different. Here is the
story and how we participated in it.

We all know that our country is being
challenged in science and technology and
that we are in danger of losing our world
preeminence in this area. In fact, the
main vision of InfoAge i to inspire our
young people to pursue careers in the
sciences so that we do not lose our lead
in critical fields.

The Federal Government is concerned
and planned a two day science fair in
Washington, D.C. for October 23 and 24.
Well, a man by the mme of Michael
Paitchell from Clifton decided that New
Jersey should have its own science fair.
He is kind of like a northern NI Fred
Carl (Director of InfoAge) and also is
Vice President of the Clifton school
board, so he has some pull in the com-
munity. He set out to create a Science
and Engineering Festival based at the
Clifton High School and also at a secon-
dary location at the Caldwell Airport in
Fairfield. Clifton High School is a huge
place (5 or 6 thousand students) and is
close to several major highways.

Mike proceeded to raise about
$50,000 from corporate sponsors to pull
it off. He had visited InfoAge and talked
to Fred and was amazed at what we have
done there. He signed up to InfoAge and
promised us help after he comp leted the
Science and Engineering Festival. Info-
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Age was invited to be a participant in this
event where we would be a part of many
displays from notable corporations, educa-
tion institutions and other museums.
There would be displays of robots, a rac-
ing car, flying models and plenty of
hands-on items to generate interest in
youngsters. Shuttle buses would be pro-
vided to Caldwell Airport where attendees
could experience close contact with many
aspects of commercial aviation. Public
attendance would be free and best of all,
there was no charge for display space.

This was a challenge that Fred did not
want to pass up since it would give Info-
Age excellent publicity in the densely
populated areas of Northern NJ and ex-
pose use to potentially thousands of new
visitors. So Fred turned to the group best
suited to pulling off something like this,
namely the NJARC. Unfortunately this
came right in the middle of our Haunted
Hike Halloween affair at InfoAge, one
that already had to be drastically revised
due to the last minute determination that it
could not be held indoors. None the less,
Harry Klancer agreed to make a major
contribution along with Al Klase and my-
self while we and others kept on with our
Mad Science Lab for Halloween at Info-
Age.

Recently, we uncovered a donated, col-
lapsible display backdrop that we could
use as a centerpiece to mount posters
about InfoAge. We asked for and got a
display space that was 30 feet wide and 10
feet deep with five, &foot tables. Evan
Koblentz of the MARCH (Mid-Atlantic
Retro Computer Hobbyists) computer
group also agreed to go in with us and set
up a table with two vintage desk top com-
puters; one was rigged to allow viewers to
play video games.

As a center piece for the display, we
used the five computer history dioramas
made by club member Mel Nusbaum and
housed in recycled CRT monitor cabinets.
(If you have not seen these displays, you
really ought to find an opportunity to
check them out; they are awesome).
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Harry Klancer worked up an impres-
sive display of the development of the mo-
bile phone/cell phone. Pete Olin loaned a
restored working Atwater Kent 1923
breadboard style radio along with power
supply, horn speaker and local transmitter
so we could play appropriate programs
through it. Al Klase supplied a "Pretty
Good" crystal set and the telegraph dis-
play was borrowed from the museum
along with a "bug" and tone generator.
Highlighted alongside Mel's display were
the two earth satellites brought from our
NJARC museum.

Harry loaded some of the stuff in his
wagon on the preceding Wednesday and
on Friday morning we rented a cargo van
and loaded the rest of the bigger items at
InfoAge. We met up with Harry at noon
in Clifton to put our booth together.

The accommodations were great and
most everything worked out fine. Mike
Paitchell deserves a huge amount of credit
for organizing this event and pulling it off.
On Saturday, Harry and 1 arrived nearly
two hours before the 10:00 AM opening to
fine trim our presentation.

Our advanced planning paid off, as
many other displayers were scurrying at
the last minute to get set up. Notably, the
Liberty Science Center showed up 20
minutes before the opening time and had a
less than spectacular presentation. The
Trenton museum had one individual with
three tables of paper handouts on their
various functions. This was not very n-
teresting to young people.

This high school has two large gyms,
one on ground level and one at the second
floor level. We were on the second floor
level while the first floor was mostly -
botics and model airplane displays. The
InfoAge display was one of the best on the
second level in terms of size and interest-
ing content. Harry and I manned the dis-
play initially and then were joined by Matt
Reynolds. Later, Mel Nuesbaum came by
and then Fred Carl helped man the booth
for a couple of hours as well.

Evan set up his equipment on Saturday
morning and manned his display along
with Jeff Brace, another MARCH mem-
ber. MARCH showed an IMSAI 8080
homebrew kit desk top computer circa
1975 and a circa 1982 Commodore 64
rigged to run the game "Guitar Hero" that
could be played by visitors. He also had
posters of the first Army Mobile Digital
computer and loaned us an IBM Simon,
the first "Smart" phone for our display.
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Harry and I had some butterflies in our
stomach as we planned and set this up;
we thought, what if nobody shows up?
Well, at 10:00 AM Saturday, our fears
were dispelled; we were mobbed. All
day long crowds flowed through and they
liked what they saw in our booth. We
were against a wall and from the other
side of the room our illuminated dioramas
and the flood-lit poster dis play along with
the two satellites drew people to us.
They liked to play with the Atwater Kent
radio, the Morse code display ("Texting
in the Victorian Age") and pore over the
cell phone history display. Harry had an
ordinary TV remote control and an older
digital camera to demonstrate that the

camera can pick up the infrared beam of

the remote. Simple, but fascinating to
many. We had brought a goodly supply
of InfoAge and NJARC brochures and
they were flying off the table.

Sunday hours were the same, 10 AM
to 5 PM, and the first hour was a little
slow but then the pace picked up to pretty
much the Saturday level of traffic. Again
Harry, Matt and I initially manned the

booth but in the afternoon Dave Sica and
Richard Lee came to help as Harry had to
leave before the end of the day. This was
welcomed assistance in helping to disas-
semble and pack up the display.

On Monday, most of the displays were
unloaded back at InfoAge and fortunately
there was no loss or significant damage to
anything.

This was a memorable event and gave
us a huge amount of publicity in the
Northern suburbs of New Jersey. Later,
Mike stated that the attendance over the
two days was 12,000 visitors. Of course,
that includes those who came to the air-
port location as well. It was enjoyable to
most of us who participated and caused us
to think about other programs that would
help promote the InfoAge vision. This
was quite a bit of work, especially falling
in the middle of the Camp Evans Hallow-
een program. A special thanks to those
who stepped up to keep the InfoAge Hal-
loween program operating while a few of
us detoured to Clifton.















