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By Phil Vourtsis 
 
On June 25

th
 I attended a presentation called "An 

Illustrated History of RCA Victor". It was given by Fred 
Barnum, the author of the book “His Master’s Voice in 
America” published in 1991. Only a limited number of 
books were made and today this book commands a very 
high price when one is for sale. The presentation was at 
the Camden County Historical Society, one of the places 
where I did research for my book “The Fabulous Victrola 
45”.  (Continued on page 2) 

 

One of 15 original paintings of Nipper presented to 

RCA Executives 

  
Phonograph Memorabilia from windup days through 

the 45 rpm era. 
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What’s this? Lets take a closer look. 

 

 
Gold Plated 9JY that was presented to RCA inventor 

Benjamin Carson 

All photos on page courtesy of Camden County 

Historical Society 
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A visit to the  
Camden County Historical Society Museum 
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Blowup of RP-168 record changer 

In the picture above spring 42 causes lever 41C to return 
to its original position at the end of the change cycle. It 
causes substantial resistance when the change cycle 
starts. If the rubber on your idler wheel is not resilient 
and supple, the added resistance of the spring will cause 
the idler to lose grip on the turntable. I have 
experimented with lighter springs and found that the 
reject cycle will work dependably with a lighter spring. Of 
course there are limits and if you make it too light, the 
lever will not return at all. When you get it right, the only 
noticeable difference is a slightly delayed return of lever 
41C at the end of the reject cycle. The only way you will 
notice this delay is by listening to the characteristic clicks 
and clunks as the machine goes through the reject cycle. 
The last clunk will be delayed. 

 

 
 
Barnum's fascinating, behind-the-scenes look at RCA 
Victor takes you from Johnson's invention of a practical 
phonograph that brought music into people's homes for 
the first time, through the radio era of the 1930s, and into 
the WW II years when RCA supported the war effort with 
its radio and television technology and equipment. The 
post-war era saw RCA in the forefront as commercial 
television burst onto the scene, followed by the growth of 
its defense electronics industry in the 1950s. And more 
recently, as the spacecrafts Voyager, Viking, Galileo and 
the space shuttles hurtled off their launch pads, RCA 
was there with COSMAC – the first microprocessor in 
space. 
After the program, we were invited into the Camden 
County Historical Society museum. Despite the fact that I 
had been to the CCHS library many times, I was not 
aware of the museum. It was a treasure trove of RCA 
memorabilia, including early windup victrolas and one of 
the original paintings of Nipper (15 paintings were 
presented to upper RCA executives). But the most 
exciting moment was when I noticed a 45 rpm record 
changer displayed in a plexiglass case. The placard in 
front of the display reads “ 45 RPM Phonograph- 1949, 
presented to its inventor Ben Carson by RCA. The 
phonograph is gold-plated! As most of you know, Ben 
Carson had designed many of the RCA Victor changers 
and was given the challenge to design the 45 system 
back in 1939. In 1942 he had a prototype ready but for 
many reasons discussed in my book, the 45 system was 
not introduced until early 1949. 

 
 

 
 
 

I am in the middle of running tests using the new Plasti-
Dip Spray (available at Home Depot). I’ve applied it to 
the knurled metal piece that runs on the cam wheel and 
it provides plenty of grip even when the cam wheel is 
hard as a rock. I’m running a form of life test by 
continually going through the reject cycle to see how 
long the spray will last. I’ve also applied the spray to the 
inside rim of an rp-190 turntable. The grip is tremendous 
and I’m running a life test on this too. Results next issue.

Preventing stall on beginning of 
reject cycle on rp-168 

Workbench 

An Illustrated History of RCA Victor" 
continued from page 1 

Coming next issue. Results of 
experiments to extend life of rubber 

parts. 




