
Apr. 2011                                                             Volume 20.2

��������	
	���
����
                                                                                                                 

 
 
By Phil Vourtsis
 
The rare Berkshire 45 attachment was  made available to those
customers owning the high end Berkshire console High Fidelity
System which was equipped with a 78 rpm changer only. These
consoles would sell for as much as $4000 in the late 1940s!
There is a very interesting article that gives a history of the
Berkshire models available at
http://www.antiqueradio.com/Dec07_Braithwaite_RCABerkshire.html 

The distinctive features of  the Berkshire 45 attachment are the
brass corner protectors on the wooden cabinet, black felt on the
turntable, black colored metal tone-arm. The electrical features
include a GE variable reluctance cartridge, and  capacitive start
4 pole motor. The cabinet was available in mahogany or oak
finish.
Here is another website with information on one of the
Berkshires. 
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The RCA Victor  model 7EP45 portable record player in the blue
box with Elvis' signature on the top has sold for an 
unprecedented $3,550 on ebay. The player was in excellent
condition and included the original box. Only thing missing was
the RCA Victor white logo that belongs on the speaker grill.

RP-168 bits of wisdom
This past month I went on a restoring binge bringing 5 RP-168 changers back to life. I would try to have two units at a time on the
workbench and work on them together. This way you can compare the parts you are working on and see if the two machines work and feel
the same as you put the parts back together. One thing I have noticed when working on these in the past is that each one seems to have
its own personality. Although the basic design of the changer makes them reject somewhat jerky, some seem jerkier than others. After
working on these five units I have come to some new conclusions. Although in the past I have cleaned and lubricated the parts, I think they
need more than that. Many of the parts come in contact and ride along other metal parts, so the condition of the edges of the parts are
critical. I now clean each metal part with Brillo including the edges of the part. Now when the parts are reinstalled they operate much
smoother and quieter than before. 

Be careful when using harsh chemicals. 
As always I clean the underneath of the turntable with lacquer thinner, especially where the idler wheel comes in contact with the turntable.
I had just started using a new paper towel to do the cleaning but had left the old paper towel in the palm of my other hand. As I was
cleaning the turntable the top of the spindle (spindle nose) came in contact with the old paper towel which still had some lacquer thinner on
it. Not realizing what was happening, the old towel stayed in contact with the spindle nose until it started disintegrating!
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  The Ultimate 7HF45 Enhancements



RCA Victor Dealer Sheets, courtesy of Phil Vourtsis
Collection
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