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By Phil Vourtsis
It's downright amazing what some people will do to make
their record player unique. The first example is most
likely a one of a kind home made cabinet featuring 

Courtesy of Rick Winegarten  

 Jukette

the 1st generation rp-168 record changer. Although I did
not get a look at the back of it, the speaker grill looks
quite sizeable so that this might be a good sounding
machine. Nice touch with the see through window in front
and the rounded corners on the top lid. 
The second unit is much more professional looking and
is supposed to look like a miniature jukebox. Hence the
name 'Jukette'. Judging from the quality of the cabinet,
this may have been a limited run product back in the
fifties. The tube electronics is definitely fifties vintage. I
have absolutely no information regarding these units so
what you have here is my opinion only. Anyone with
more information, please get in touch with me so we can
share it with everyone.

 

By Phil Vourtsis

I was on the verge of parting out a really beat 45EY1
when I decided to experiment. The bakelite case was
badly stained and the bakelite shell had been
compromised. The goldish coating on the spindle was
also peeling off. So I removed all the coating on the
spindle and removed all the paint on the tonearm. They
pretty much match with a nice steel gray. Then after
priming the bakelite case, I painted it red. To finish it off I
painted the case's bottom with some gray paint. I also
painted a nice garage sale candle holder with a sun
theme with the red paint and that completes the picture.

45EY1 after sprucing up

Unusual players that may be one of a kind.

Last resort for beat 45EY1.



January 2013 Page 2

45rpm Phono Gazette
                                                                                                                 

Crescent Wedge model F-637

Schematic shows single stage of amplification

          Scope at point A                          Scope at Point B

By Phil Vourtsis

Crescent had a close relationship with RCA Victor with regards
to the 45 players. Crescent factories were used to build many of
the record changers for RCA. Crescent had a product line of 45
machines with some unique cabinet designs like this model F-
637. It was a modern looking design with 2 legs in the front and
the speaker installed in the bottom of the cabinet. Usually the
spindle cap is a cherry red color but the cap was damaged so I
opted to make the changer completely black with a black
spindle cap. Despite its modern design, it was still designed as
an inexpensive player with just one tube of amplification. Even
the tone control was omitted in this model.
I performed the usual restore which included a complete
changer overhaul and recapping the amplifier. When it was
completed I noticed the sound would be distorted sometimes. I
swapped out the tubes and changed one of the power resistors
because it was double the correct value. No difference. At this
point I would have preferred testing with an audio signal
generator but I don’t have one yet in my Myrtle Beach workshop.
So I did the next best thing. I played a record with plenty of
musical instruments and hooked up my scope at key points in
the circuit. First I looked at point A in the schematic which would
show the output of the cartridge playing the record. As you can
see in the first scope picture, the signal looks like I would expect
it to look. Then I looked at point B in the schematic and got the
picture in the second scope picture. All of the positive signal
information was cut off! This would definitely cause distortion.
But wait, all the signal has gone through from point A to point B
is a resistor and volume control. Neither of these should cause
the top portion of the signal to be affected. Now this is where
experience makes the difference. As soon as you see
something electrically that doesn’t make sense, STOP, and
check for bad grounds or short circuits. Sure enough I found a
short between pin 1 of the 50C5 output tube and the capacitor
C3. Once this was corrected the distortion was gone.
Other things to watch for in this model are;
1. The vinyl covering used is very thin and cheap so be extra
careful when trying to clean the vinyl. It may look worse than
when you started the cleaning.
2. Watch for loose legs. The legs are secured by a small block
of wood that is glued in place.

_____________________________________
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are still free!are still free!are still free!are still free!
The 45 rpm Phono Gazette is a quarterly publication since 1995. $7/$9

for 4 paper issues, $14/$18 for 9 paper issues.(USA/Intl)

  Send to Phil Vourtsis, 

2514 Bear Stand Trail, Myrtle Beach, SC 29588 

or you can use Paypal (Account is pvourtsis@optonline.net,

 (no credit cards please)

Please note!

If you would like to renew your subscription with an ‘online’ copy there is
no charge. Just send me your email address.

Adventures working with the 

Crescent 'Wedge'
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Advertising a player which was never mannufactured

Back in 1950 RCA Victor was getting ready to introduce a new portable phonograph with a bakelite

case. Early renderings showed an rp-168 changer in the bakelite case with the company logo on the top

of the case. However when the phonograph was ready for manufacture and sale, the more modern rp-

190 changer was used and the logo was moved to the front louvers. There have been several ads like

this floating around. Not sure they ever made it to the newspapers or magazines.

Time for a laugh.
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WANTED WANTED SERVICES SERVICES 

Bob Becker 
(201.391.2971) 
7 Woodland Road 
Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677 
rdbbecker@aol.com 
Beige knob for 8EY4FK 
Large tuning or vol knob for 
9Y510 
6JM25 Ding Dong Slideomatic 
7HF45 Oak or Maple preferred 
8EY4DJ gray plastic front  
Decca blk/red portable 45 
player 
 
Charles Cummins  
(817-732-4313) 
3912 Calmont Ave 
Fort Worth, Texas 76107 
 
David Cox 
(937)484-3241 
1407 Knight Road 
Urbana, OH 43078 
dcc49@yahoo.com 
45 spindle for Admiral 5W12N 
2-speed record player 
Bakelite lid for Zenith twin 7 
Outer concentric radio/phono 
knob for Emerson 635 
 
Dennis D’Amico   
11892 Pine Street 
Los Alamitos, CA 90720-4163 
lionelguy@yahoo.com 
 
Bill Gourd 
(989-832-2934) 
1024 West Park Drive 
Midland, Michigan 48640 
In priority order: 
8EY4, 7HF45 (wood case) 
8HF45P (portable) 
4Y511 (radio/phono) 
9Y510 or 9Y511 (radio/phono) 
6BY4 
 
Hank Granse 
(360-871-9014) 
6751 View Dr. SE 
Port Orchard, WA 98367 
hgranse@wavecable.com 
 
Bob Green  
(570-366-3949) 
1711 Breezy Acres Rd 
Orwigsburg, PA 17961 
For Sale- 15E Demonstrator 
rcgreen@schmobile.com 
 
 

Doug Houston  
(810-627-4141) 
3441 South Hadley 
Ortonville, Michigan 48462 
HoustonD@tacom.army.mil 
 
Bob Kolba  
904.285.5483 
161 Twelve Oaks Lane 
 Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 320082 
Rkolba0211@aol.com 
 
John Lee 
314 East 11th St. 
Upland, CA 91786 
Nipper45@verizon.net 
Can scan other character model 
decals in exchange for Snow 
White 
 
Paul Childress 
(804.271.7842) 
6632 W. Denny Ct. 
Chesterfield, VA 23832 
pchildress@prodigy.net 
 
Bob Reck 
(410)647-1849484 
Botteford Court, 
Severna Park, MD 
 
Doug Robinson 
2609S. 800E. 
Salt Lake, Utah 84106 
Doug45rpm@hotmail.com 
 
James Romano 
(856-220-9588) 
1101 Berlin Rd 
Cherry Hill, NJ  08034 
JUKEBOXJUNKIE@aol.com 
Looking for RCA 15E 
Demonstrator 
 
Dan Saporito  
(732.513.5698) 
1225 NW 21st ST 
Apt. 302 
Stuart, FL  34994 
 
Ray Tyner  
(614-475-1697) 
4709 Wendler Blvd 
Columbus Ohio 43230-1642 
rcray45rpm@msn.com 
Birch 45 player, Steelman 45 
player 
 
 

Willie Bosco 
707.923.3897 
1588 Miller Creek Rd. 
Garberville, CA 95542 
williamjbosco@gmail.com 
Cam kits, and Lowrider 
cartridges available again! 
 
Bob Havalack  
(585-458-0801) 
1239 Plymouth Ave South 
Rochester, NY 14611 
ebm21@frontiernet.net 
Will repair/rebuild players.- 
Specialize in car 45 player 
rebuilds - Idler and Cam 
rebuilding 
 
Tom Paruta 
(716.264.4035) 
127 Creekside Drive 
Amherst, NY 14228 
TomTMP58@aol.com 
Looking for Zenith T545 
Zenith Twin Seven 
I do 1940s thru 1960s phono 
restorations. Call for quotes. 
 
 
Retro-Tronics 
Custom radio backs and phono 
bottoms for 45EY2, 7EY series 
www.retro-tronics.com 
 
 
 

Vintage Electronics 
128 Buccaneer Drive 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402 
601.264.4755 
phonoed@aol.com 
www.vintagelectronics.com  
Rebuilding Service - Idlers, cams, 
cartridges 

Flash- NOS Sonotone 1P carts for the better 

sounding 45 players 
 
V-M Audio Enthusiasts 
(248-478-0990) eves/wkends 
37530 E. Meadowhill 
Northville, MI 48167 
info@thevoiceofmusic.com 
www.thevoiceofmusic.com 
Repair parts including both 
V-M and RCA 45 players. 
 
Phil Vourtsis 
(732-208-4284) 
13 Cornell Place 
Manalapan, NJ 07726 
philvourtsis@gmail.com 
Books signed by author 
The Fabulous Victrola ‘45’, Schiffer 
Publishing LTD. 
$25 plus $4 shipping 
 
West Tech Services 
615 Fairground St. 
Caldwell, Ohio  43724         
TELE/FAX:  740-732-6056 
westtechservices@yahoo.com 
 Rebuilding Service 
Idlers, cams, cartridges 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


