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NJARC MEMBER WINS
AWA HOUCK AWARD

Our member Mike Feher, N4FS, is to be
congratulated on winning the AWA Houck
Award for Preservation for 1993. Mike
was cited for his comprehensive and
carefully displayed collections of early
tubes, prototype transistors, wireless gear,
crystal sets, and military communications
equipment. These items represent both
American and foreign material, much of it
rare indezd.

This honor is the “collector's
complement" of the AWA Houck Award for

Documentation, which goes to each year's top
writer.

PNy Winners of this award in earlier
r“-‘——é‘\ years include Al Jones (the
A YJ Transmitting Tube Museum), Bob

Paquette  (Microphone  Museum),

'%_,::_/ Bruce Kelley (AWA Museum), Ralph

Williams (Atwater Kent Museum),
Bro. Patrick Dowd (Manhattan College tube
display), Ralph Muchow (Muchow Museum
at Elgin), and similar heavy-hitters. So our
man's in good company!
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The New Jersey Antique Radio Club News is
published monthly, on a volunteer bases, by and
for members of the New Jersey Antique Radio
Club. The New Jersey Antique Radio Club
News is distributed by mail to club members.
NJARC can not be responsible for transactions
between buyers and sellers advertising in the
newsletter.

Dues and address changes: Kathleen Flanagan,
Secretary, 92 Joysan Terrace, Freehold, NJ
07728 R (908) 462-6638. Make check payable
to NJARC. Dues: $10.00 per year (includes
NJARC News). A one dollar donation is
collected at each meeting to help offset the cost
of the meeting space rental.

Newsletter Articles, Classified Ads: David
Sica, Newsletter Editor, 1459 St. Georges
Avenue, Rahway, NJ 07065 ®(908) 382-0618.
Swapmeet: John Ruccolo, 335 Butcher Road,
Hightstown, NJ 08520. (609) 426-4568.
Official Business: Tony Flanagan, President, 92
Joysan Terrace, Freehold, NJ 07728. ®(908)
462-6638

Officers

President: Charles A. "Tony" Flanagan, Jr.
(908) 462-6638

Vice President: Michael Hammer (908)
255-7865

Secretary/Treasurer: Kathleen Flanagan
(908) 462-6638

Technical Coordinator: Thomas Provost
(609) 259-7634
Sergeant-at-Arms/Steward: Don Cruse
(908) 542-2848

Newsletter Editor: David Sica (908) 382-
0618

Trustees: Mark Mittleman, Ludwell Sibley

"~ Calendar of Events

October
08 Regular monthly meeting
23 Fall '93 Swapmeet

November
#.5 Regular monthly meeting

December
10 Regular monthly meeting

January
14

Regular monthly meeting

= Monthly Meetings

= Technical Seminars

= Swap Meets

= NJARC News

= Free Buy/Sell Classified Ads

= Tube Program

= Tube Testing

= Informal Networking with local
collectors.

Monthly Meetings. Collectors in the New
Jersey area finally have an opportunity to get
together with other collectors on a regular basis
to keep abreast on what's happening in the field.

Technical Seminars. Featured presentations at
the monthly meetings focus on various issues
related to collecting antique radios. At our past
meetings, we've covered topics from Vintage
Equipment operating demonstrations to a review
of Military Communications Equipment.

Swap Meets. Held 3 times annually, the NJARC
Swap Meets have quickly become the most
eagerly awaited events of the year. Vendors from
near and far gather to offer a rich and varied
assortment of radios and related items for sale.

NJARC News. The club newsletter serves to
keep members informed about club events,
providing notice of upcoming events, reviews of
past events and other club-related information.
The newsletter also serves as a forum for
member interaction and offers free classified ads
to members and non-members alike for the
purposes of buying, selling or trading radio-
related items.

Tube Program. The club offers tested, cleaned
and boxed tubes to members at bargain rates.
Tubes are available at each meeting, and all
proceeds benefit NJARC.

Tube Testing. Members can bring tubes to any
meeting for free testing on a high quality tube
tester.

Networking. For too long, New Jersey collectors
operated in isolation, or in small, informal
networks of a few collectors. Collectors have an
opportunity to get together with those of like
interests to share tips, techniques and "war
stories”" and socializing. NJARC offers the
opportunity for collectors from all over the area
to share their expertise and their experiences.
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Program Committee Seeks Input

The Program Committee solicits informa-
tion from members on restoration, repair, col-
lecting tips and other topics of interest to the
membership. Please contact Tom Provost or

Upcoming Meetings

Tony Flanagan regarding any skills, expertise,

information, anecdotes, etc.
willing to share with other NJARC members.

which you are

At our November 1993 meeting, Ludwell
Sibley will make a presentation on the topic of
"Repairing radio books, documentation and
other paper-based collectibles."

In December, Phil Vourtsis will make a

presentation on "Phonograph Collecting."

SID

ENT'S BROADCAST
by Tony Flanagan =~ =

We've got a good mix of experienced
collectors and relative beginners in NJARC.
Since we're always welcoming new members
and encouraging those new to radio
collecting, here's

Some Advice to Novice Radio Collectors

Once the bug bites, you're off and
running. There's no stopping you now.
Believe me, I know, because it happened to
me.

Although it's easy enough to begin the
hobby, beginning to collect radios is a bit like
starting to play golf -- it pays to take a few
lessons or you may develop some bad habits.

A few simple resources can help you get
up to speed fast:

First, join a good club. I happen to of
one right here in New Jersey which comes
highly recommended. Talking with fellow
collectors is one of the best ways to get
educated about the hobby quick.

Next, get the most recently published
price guide -- this gives you a list of many
collectable radios and their relative values.
These price guides aren't the final word by
any stretch of the imagination, but they'll give
you some confidence and a starting point. It's
important to remember that most times, the
price listed in the guide is for a mint condition
set. If the set you're interested in isn't in mint
condition, you'll have to make an adjustment
to the published value according to it's actual
condition.

Get some business cards printed up.
Then,don't put them in your wallet and forget
about them! Hit the flea markets, second hand
stores, yard sales, antique stores, or anywhere
else you think you might run across old
radios. If you don't see what you want, ask.
Talk to friends and relatives, too!

Inspect your finds carefully. When
you find an interesting piece, look it over very
carefully. On any type of plastic radios, look
for cracks or chips. Look real close. If the

radio is dirty, wipe it off. Any cracks greatly
reduce the value of the set. Be especially sure
that the knobs are there, that they match, and
that they are the actual original knobs that
came with the set. Finding an original knob to
replace a missing one on a valuable catalin set
can be a difficult or impossible task.

Wooden radios should also be
thoroughly inspected for cracks, damaged
veneer or other defects, although these are
more readily reparied than plastic. Again,
make sure the knobs are there, and that they're
original.

On any set, check to see if the dial string
is broken. Examine the dial glass carefully. Is
it in good condition? Is it plastic or glass? If
it's glass and it's broken, are the numbers
printed on the glass? If so, the glass will be
very hard to replace. Look to see if the brand
name, model number or schematic is
anywhere on the set -- you'll need that
information if you intend to restore the radio.
Inspect the grill. What kind of condition is it
in?

If you can get to the chassis, look it
over. Does the set come with tubes? Because
of the rising price of tubes, many early sets are
now being sold without tubes. Buying tubes
for a set that came without them can cost you
a bundle!

The above information can help you
negotiate a fair price and obtain a restorable
radio for your collection. Collecting radios, I
sincerely believe, is addictive. But you'll be
OK, because they're out there. And above all,
make sure to have a good time!
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P.S. If you find any wooden table top sets, late
'30's vintage, particularly the Emerson brand, for --
say—-five bucks or so, even if you don"t want‘it, buy it
anyhow. I'll take it!







