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HIDDEN RADIO TREASURES

By Marty Friedman

Sometimes, when we find an old ra-
dio, we get a little more than we bar-
gained for. Last year, I bought an At-
water Kent 37 at an NJARC swap meet.
This set appeared to have been retrieved
from an attic after many decades of stor-
age. In addition to some bits of fiber-
glass insulation and the remnants of a
visiting rodent’s lunch, I found an inter-
esting artifact...a little pamphlet, even
older than the 1927 radio itself, listing
all licensed broadcast stations as of Jan-
uary 20, 1923, just 27 months after the
first license was granted to KDKA.
Published by Lefax of Philadelphia and
missing the cover page and a bit stained,
it contained station owners and trans-
mitter power as well as locations and
frequencies.

Only two frequencies were in use at
that time. 360 and 485 meters. A pre-
vious owner had crossed out and
changed a few of the call letters and
checked off some others to indicate that
he had received or “logged” them.

Another artifact was obtained in a
1940 Philco 40-135 table radio bought
at a contents of house sale in East
Brunswick where I reside. Attached to
the leads from the loop antenna were
two scraps of paper which were marked
by a past radio repairman with the wire
colors, presumably to aid him in their
replacement. The repairman, in his
haste to find something to write on. used
a claim check stub from “Cohen’s Radio
- South River.” It occurred to me that
several years ago [ had met a man from
nearby South River whose name was
Yontel Cohen. The affable Mr. Cohen
had told me that he and his brother
owned a radio shop many years ago and
that, in the early days of TV, had
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MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday,
November 10, 1995 at 7:30 pm at the Grace Lutheran

Contact Marv Beeferman at (609)-693-9430 for directions.
The topic for this month will be a presentation by Tony
Flanagan on making clear plastic dial covers.

\\\\l

and Main Street in Freehold.

|
|

patented the chimney strap antenna
mount. This became the basis for the
success of the South River Metal
Products Co. of South River and later
Matawan. [ learned further that Mr.
Cohen had lived a few houses away from
me only 20 years earlier.

DVHRC SWAPMEET
NOVEMBER 18

The Third Annual DVHRC Fall
Swapmeet is slated for Saturday,
November 18, from 8 AM until 1 PM
behind North Penn Amusements, 117
Main St. (Rte 113), in Souderton, PA.
Unlike most past events, this is a “no-
frills” affair: tailgating-only; no contest
raffle, admission or parking do-
nation...just plenty of fellow enthusiasts
offering a myriad of old radios, parts,
tubes, paper and related misceilany.

Following the swapmeet, a “walk-
around auction” will be conducted where
sellers can put up their unwanted items
for bid. Space in the parking lot is very
limited. so only sellers’ vehicles will be

allowed in. Public parking is available in
the municipal lot across the street. Vendor
spaces are $5 ($8 on the day of the event)
or $2 more if you require electricity.
Reservations may be made (highly
suggested) by calling Dave Abramson at
(610) 827-9757.

DOWNINGTOWN
AUCTION -NOV. 18

The Smith Auction Co. promises to offer
vintage tube hi-fi gear, test equipment,
200+ (mostly 30’s and console) radios,
some communications receivers (including
a National SW-3), telegraph equipment,
Photofacts, tubes and parts. Preview is 10-
to-10 on Friday and 8-to-sale on Saturday.
The event will be at the the Downingtown
Marketplace on Bus. Rte. 30, 6.5 miles
from Exit 23 of the Turnpike, next to the
Tabas Hotel. Catalogs are available at $5
by mail and $3 at the door. Terms are cash
or approved check; a bank letter of credit is
required for out-of-state buyers and a 10%
buyer’s premium will be imposed. For
details, call (610) 942-2367 or (609) 269-
1036.






