Fall 1996

MEETING
NOTES

Thanks to all who helped us celebrate at
our traditional holiday meeting on Dec. 8.
A special note goes to Marsha and Jerry
Simkin who brought their Radio Pioneers
on Stamps exhibit which had taken a
Special Award at the AWA Annual
Conference in Rochester this past
September. Their display included stamps
from many countries that honored various
contributors to the invention of radio. Of
special interest were over 30 stamps that
commemorated the work of Guglielmo
Marconi. Don Cruse brought in a
magnificent ivory Air King Skyscraper
complete with clock circa 1933. A beau-
tiful Edison phonograph in an oak case
with Morning Glory horn and cylinder
records was much admired. We all enjoyed
listening to the selection of holiday 45’s
played on an ivory RCA 45 RPM
phonograph with Alice in Wonderland
motifs. Other interesting items were a good
looking Freshman Masterpiece set and a
unique General Radio Frequency Meter -
Monitor that came in a copper-lined case.
It had an attached magnifying glass to view
the settings.

Everyone really enjoyed the 6 ft sub;
there wasn’t even a crumb left. Kathleen
and Tony Flanagan ordered a cake from
the famous Mendoker’s Bakery in
Jamesburg. It was delicious and
beautifully decorated for the season.
Several members brought additional
goodies for our culinary enjoyment
including Edith Chase’s renown pumpkin
bread still warm from the oven. Cookies,
cheese, veggies, cheesecake with cherry
topping, cinnamon raisin bread, nut bread,
popcorn, peanuts, pretzels, potato chips,
dips, fruit, soda and coffee rounded out our
holiday fare. The food was great as was the
fellowship making it an enjoyable evening
for all.
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MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, January 12, 1995
at 7:30 pm at the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main
Street in Freehold. Contact Marv Beeferman at (609)-693-9430 for
directions. The topic for this month will be “Radio-Related Post Cards”
presented by Ray Chase.

A SUPER VINTAGE RECEIVER - THE AR-60

Bob Haworth (W2PUA) with Ludwell Sibley (KB2EVN)

How many operators of such communication receivers as the Sky Buddy or Sky
Champion have had a few choice words to say about the "0-100" logging scale used on
the bandspread function? It was difficult to locate frequencies by this system and the
words used will perhaps be forgiven in view of the situation. However, I wonder how
many readers are aware that a communication receiver was built in 1935 that had a
0-100 logging scale not only for the bandspread function but also for the main tuning?
That really makes it tough to find a frequency! However, that wasn't the only odd
feature of this receiver - it cost more than the average working man earned in a year.
No surprise, then, that fewer than 300 of these sets were made.

What company would have the brass buttons to produce a receiver of this type in a
Depression year? If you said "RCA" you'd be correct. But before you jump to any
conclusion about the light-headedness of the company management, let me describe a
few details of this expensive low-volume receiver.

In the mid-1930s RCA was heavily engaged in global communication. Such
powerful stations as WCC in Chatham, MA, and WSC at Tuckerton, NJ, were daily
involved in transworld traffic under the direction of the RCA Communications and
RCA Radiomarine arms of the company. As such, RCA needed an ultra-reliable
around-the-clock receiving system: a set that was super-stable - once assigned a
frequency it maintained it - and one that would function year-in and year-out with only
occasional tube changes.

From this requirement, the amateur-radio section of RCA Manufacturing Co.
produced the AR-60R, -S and -T (R: rack mount, T: table mount, S: special table
mount with two-tone paint).

I was fortunate to fall heir to one of these receivers, owned by a gentleman who had
retained every piece of electronic equipment he ever purchased and who happened also
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