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MEETING/
ACTIVITY
NOTES

Reported by Marv Beeferman and
Marsha Simkin

Six guests, resulting in the addition of
four new members, attended the September
meeting and were treated to a diversified
and sometimes sidesplitting show-and-tell

MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of NJARC will take place on Friday, October 10, at
7:30 PM in the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main
Street in Freehold. Contact Marv Beeferman at (609)-693-9430 or Jim
Whartenby at (908)-271-7701 for directions. This month’s meeting will
will include the results from and comments on our very successful swap-
meet at the Freehold Armory. “Safe Restoration Techniques” (use of
isolation transformers, working with AC/DC radios, etc.) will be John
Ruccolo’s presentation during our technical session.

session. We can always depend on the co-
operation of our members to bring a unique
flavor to these sessions and this months’
examples were no exception. Among the
notables:

e As a follow-up to last month’s “Who
Sank Lucy?” article, Bill Overbeck ex-
hibited a “commemorative” medallion
of the sinking of the Lusitania. As de-
scribed in “The Great Liners” by
Melvin Maddocks (which was also a
part of Bill’s presentation), 100 of
these medallions were produced by a
German metalworker playing on the
theme that the British deliberately sent
100’s to their death, full aware that the
munition-carrying liner was fair game
in time of war. One side showed the
liner’s decks packed with guns and a
war plane and the other depicted a
“skeleton” Cunard agent selling tick-
ets to innocent passengers; “Profit be-
fore Honor” summarized the theme. o
As a result, British propagandists
quickly pressed 250,000 impressions
to whip up anti-British sentiment. Bill
believes he has one of the original 100
cast iron medallions since cast iron
cannot be pressed.

e George Shields displayed his fully re- o
stored 1948 Hallicrafters T-54 televi-
sion. George explained that this 77,
metal cabinet TV was produced for
only 1 year and designed by Raymond

Loewy (famous for the 1943 Stude-
baker and other art deco style cabi-
nets). The TV featured random ac-
cess tuning, a linear clip type tuner
and channel 1 (the last year that the
channel was offered). George appre-
ciates this TV for its “logical” design,
similar to that of a Hallicrafter com-
munications receiver.

Dave Sica offered an RCA 77-DX
polydirectional microphone in pris-
tine condition with its original box,
cover and instruction manual. This
high fidelity, ribbon type microphone
was the maiprstay of many TV and ra-
dio broadcasts and Dave still uses it
in his video production business.
Dave also included a Sanyo six-
transistor Channel Master portable
in his presentation which reminded
him of a radio his grandfather had
once given him.

Ray Chase displayed a late 30’s or
early 40’s 5-meter transceiver made
in Maple Shade, New Jersey. This
two-tube beauty was produced at the
famous Haigis Labs Incorporated and
acquired at the Communications auc-
tion in Rochester.

Jon Butz Fiscina offered a potpourri
of interesting items including a U.S.
General Radio & TV 4-tube TRF
“mini” cathedral, a Canadian farm
radio, a molded chassis Zenith, a Pi-

lot Radio Corporation embossing
stamp and an Italian ceramic tile pic-
turing a cathedral radio. Jon said he
he plans to incorporate the tile into a
less important restoration project...his
kitchen.

Tube maven Ludwell Sibley held
court with a Zahl tube developed at
Fort Monmouth in 1943. This radar
transmitting tube was a competitor of
the Magnetron and was used in TPS-
3 radar sets.

Marty Friedman showed off a Philco
1941 Transitone, one of four radios
that included a GE, Motorola and an-
other Philco that a triend had rescued
from the trash. Marty said it only
took a short time and a few relatively
simple fixes to return them to work-
ing condition. And if you ever wanted
to know how to build a battery from
the bottom up, cell-by-cell, talk to Mr.
Friedman since the only description
that gives justice to his 43-pound
Philco battery-building lecture is “you
just hadda be there!”

Jim Fisher’s Zenith tube advertising
piece was visual testimony to Jim’s
taste in women...revealing. Lucky
that many of our members are near-
sighted.

Don Baldwin offered a French-made
Zenith turntable (which Don de-
scribed as  (Continued on page 2)






