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MEETING/
ACTIVITY
NOTES

Reported by Marsha SieLin
and Marv Beefermaxz

Much better weather an? daylight
savings time led to a large turnout for our
April meeting. There was quite a bit of
selling going on with the emphasis on
books, magazines and other radio "paper."

It has been mentioned many times that
we have been looking for a new location for
our meets. The Hightstown Country Club
Ballroom served us well in the past but it is
time to move on. We have discussed the
lack of food service facilities, the cramped
quarters, the run down outside tables, poor
rest room facilities, etc. often. Now,
hopefully a solution has been found.
Thanks to Tony Flanagan, our founder and
past president, we have made initial
contact with the people who run the
National Guard Armory in Freehold. The
facility has good parking, a nice food area,
clean rest rooms and plently of space
including an ¢aclosed cutside area used &5
a garage for military vehicles. It was even
rumored that you could drive into the
building to set up, but this has not been
confirmed. The rent is $450 - $475 as
opposed to $550 - $600 at Hightstown.
Tables are not provided but some members
talked about a $2.00/day rental fee from
companies that will deliver. Therefore, a
tentative September meet at the Freehold
Armory was voted on and passed by the
membership. The reservation process is a
little more formal than that used for
Hightstown so a firm date and details are
pending contacts by Marv Beeferman.

Please try to make early reservations for
our joint picnic/flea market/auction with
the Delaware Valley Historical Radio Club
on June 14 (rain or shine) at the Clinton
Elks Lodge. Full details were presented in

Street i freckold.

MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of NJARC will take place on Friday, May 9, 1997 at
7:30 PM at the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main
Jemiaci Mary Deeferman g (502363
Whartenby at (908)-271-7701 for directions. This month’s histori-
cal/technical session will feature a presentation by Al Klase titled
“ARC-5 Command Sets.” In addition, considering NJARC attendance,
there will plenty of “one that got away” and “I don’t believe he paid
that price!” stories from the Findley estate auction in Downingtown PA
(see this month’s Broadcaster for some surprising highlights).

W% e AWE o O DY s Tiems

last month’s Broadcaster and a
condensed version may be found in this
month’s issue.

Mark Mittlemen treated the club to
another one of his popular battery set
restoration seminars and, from the
comments overheard by this editor, it was
an outstanding success! Using two
versions of restored Grebe CR14’s and a
Crosley Super XJ (Superdyne model of
the standard XJ with reversed ticklers
mounted between the tuning dials), Mark
provided some of his special tips and
insights:

0 The majority of  problems
encountered with battery set

restoration involve dead audio
transformers, bad rheostats and
cracked, warped or modified front
panels.

0 Except for the bus wiring, Mark
completely disassembles his

restoration so he can easily get at
audios, rheostats , grid leaks and coils
for testing and cleaning. The cabinet
is set aside so it can be worked on
independently.

O Panels are flattened using clamps and
heat, sometimes allowing them
months to reform in this state.

0 Mark has recently switched to
Devcon S-minute epoxy to fill holes
since the metal chips in its

formulation prevents it from
shrinking. Sanding and black polish
finish the job. Mark is presently
experimenting with melted 78 RPM
records as a source of fill material.

0 An attempt at restoring open audios
involves subjecting the unit to a short
duration, high voltage source (800 -
1000 VDC) so that the resulting arc
“welds” the open wires together.
Mark said he has good success with
this method, although the fix may not
remain permanent and might require
future persuasion. In cases where the
method is unsuccessful, audios of the
same size and vintage are substituted,
as with the Acme units he used in his
Grebe’s.

0 Mark uses copper shim stock to
bridge opens in rheostats rather than
attempting the tedious job of locating
Just the right replacement.

Mark explained that the key to succesful
restoration is simple; work on one project
at a time, always be on the lookout for
those hard-to-find parts that will
inevitably become vital for some future
project, be patient and stay in touch (via
club’s like NJARC) with experienced
restorers that have already been down the
path that you may seeing for the very first
time.

(Continued on page 2)






