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MEETING/
ACTIVITY
NOTES

Reported by Marsha Simkin

The club’s August meeting was called
to order by President Jim Whartenby; the
beautiful evening was mirrored by the nice
crowd in attendance which included a visi-
tor from Vermont.

Pre-meeting activity was brisk, with all
types of items available for sale and show.
Among the selections was a Peerless
cathedral-shaped speaker, an Atwater Kent
table lamp (minus shade), RCA phono-
graphs, a selection of 1920’s QST’s, a
Freshman Masterpiece, a Radiola 3 and a
Phillips shortwave set.

The program for the evening, Restora-
tion of a Seeburg Juke Box, was presented
by Jim Fisher. Jim is well known for his
meticulous restoration work and an eager
audience awaited his presentation. Jim has
always wanted to own a juke box and,
when a 1938 Seeburg Gem was advertised
in Antique Radio Classified, his dream be-
Jixg gave the followizg ad-

vice for starting a restoration project:

came reality,

e Take photos of the item in its “as
found” condition.

e Size up the project; let it sit for awhile
as you think about how you will attack
it.

e  Obtain all the service literature and in-
formation that you can.

Once work was underway, Jim offered the
following additional pointers:

e Document everything you do - take
photos, make diagrams, keep a jour-
nal. (Perhaps as the basis for a
Broadcaster article? - Ed.)

MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of NJARC will take place on Friday, September12,
1997 at 7:30 PM at the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and
Main Street in Freehold. Contact Marv Beeferman at (609)-693-9430
or Jimn Whartenby at (¥08)-271-7701 or dnceciions. in ficu of a formal
technical presentation, this month’s meeting will feature our always
popular “show-and-tell” session so members are requested to offer a
radio-related item or interesting anecdote they might want to share in-
formally with the club. Plans will also be finalized for our upcoming
meet on September 27th at the Freehold Armory; early registration by
club members eases logistics and is always appreciated.

e Label everything - use containers and
ziplock bags.

e Be patient...take your time..don’t
rush!

Jim started his project by disassembling
and cleaning everything - mechanism,
amplifier, speakers, lights, hardware, etc.
- but decided to defer any cabinet work
until Spring. A supplier of vintage juke
box parts was located in California. After
the mechanism was reassembled and ad-
justed, it was put aside in a safe place.
The amplifier, among other repairs,
needed a pew transfermer and capacitors;
once working, this was also put aside.

Some plastic
pieces had to be
fabricated. Veneer
damage was re-
paired, all joints
were reglued and
the old finish was
stripped. Sanding,
stain, toning lac-
quer, clear lacquer
and a rub down
with 0000 sandpa-
per completed -all
the cabinet work.
With wiring restored, installation of new
lights and the unit reassembled, all that
was required was a stack of records and

the juke box was back in service.

Jim commented that the unit was easy
to adjust since it was gear driven and the
speakers were in beautiful shape. A dis-
cussion about rebuilt phono cartridges fol-
lowed and it was agreed that, for the most
part, they aren’t great sounding. Jim
fielded many questions from the attentive
audience and displayed an album contain-
ing a photo essay of the project.

NJARC VP HONORED BY
DELAWARE VALLEY
HISTORIC RADIO CLUB

In a brief ceremony preceding the Au-
gust meeting and tailgate auction,
DVHRC Oscillator Editor and NJARC
Vice-President Ludwell Sibley was cited
by the Board, officers and members of the
Delaware Valley Historic Radio Club with
the Sylvia Award.

Named in honor of founding association
member, Sylvia Molettiere, who passed -

‘away in June, the Sylvia Award was es-

tablished to annually recognize outstand-
ing volunteerism and service to the orga-
nization. (Continued on page 2.)







