MEETING/
ACTIVITY
NOTES

Repoited by Maisha Simkin
and Marv Beeferman

A very good crowd attended January’s
meeting despite cold temperatures and a
rather ominous forecast. We continued to
feast on the leftovers from our holiday
party which Ruth Whartenby had taken
home and put in her freezer.

The major topic of discussion was our
upcoming meet on March lst at the
Hightstown Country Club Ballroom. As of
February 7, there have been 25 paid
reservations; with only 45 tables available,
it is suggested that reservations be made
prior to February 21st. It is expected that
reservation confirmations and early-
admittance badges will be sent out by this
date. Volunteers will be needed to fill the
following positions:

Table set up

Admission collection

Man NJARC tatle

Registration and security for contest

Table storage and cleanup

0 ‘0 40

At first, it was planned to put off
discussion of future meets at the
Hightstown location to a subsequent
meeting, but there was so much interest
that a lively session started up. The rent at
the site has gone up to $600 (our present
“good customer” status gets us a $50 break)
and it was generally felt that a different site
might at least merit some consideration.
We need a location with, among other
things, a large parking lot and outdoor
tables, easy access, nice rest room
facilities, good heating and air
conditioning and some sort of food service
or preparation area; the country club has a
few deficiencies in these areas. The fact
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The next meeting of NJARC will take place on Friday, February 14,
1997 at 7:30 PM at the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and
Main Street in Freehold. Contact Marv Beeferman at (609)-693-9430
or Jim Whartenby at (908)-271-77U1 for directious. This month’s tech-
nical/historical program, “The Flemington Telegraph Company,” will
be presented by Ludwell Sibley. Plans for our March 1st indoor swap-
meet will also be finalized; our February meeting will provide members
with the opportunity to make their reservations early since indoor
spaces are limited and usually sold out two weeks prior to the meet.
Also, expect a lively discussion on the topic of one of our feature articles,
the upcoming Marconi auction in South Kensington, England.

that the rent has been substantially raised
is not in its favor either. Everyone agreed
that the location was excellent and that we
should try to stay at least in the general
area. The capacity at Hightstown is 40-50
spaces inside and 75-80 outside. Any
suggestions are welcome; if you know of
any lodge or other social halls, firehouses,
schools, parks, etc. that could be a
possibility, please share it with the group
at an upcoming meeting. Hightstown
may still remain the only viable location
for the present (and perhaps the
management will respond to some gentle
persuasion), but there appears to be no
harm in looking toward the future.

Our first joint venture with another
club, the Delaware Valley Historical
Radio Club, will be a picnic later this
year. More about this at future meetings.

John Dilks, our own WEBMASTER,
brought in a computer so that members
without access to the Internet could view
the club's excellent web site. John keeps
it up-to-date and filled with all kinds of
interesting articles, pictures, information,
links, etc. Again, hats off to John for a job
well done.

Phil Vourtsis presented a program on
the introduction of 45 RPM phonographs
and records by RCA. Phil explained that
in 1949, tough competition by Columbia’s
33-1/3 LP’s and the 45 RPM record

market in general prompted RCA to try to
inspire dealers to increase sales volume.
The result was the production of the
movie Your Surest Sale which was made
by RCA at the cost of $2000 a minute and
graciously provided by fellow collector
and film enthusiast Dan Saporito. The
film was shot at an actual dealership in
Connecticut and featured Broadway and
Hollywood talent. It was given to
distributors who shared it with dealers.
The film included some of the basic
technical details of the records and record
players and showed many models from
low end to large consoles with TV, storage
and an additional turntable for any 78
RPM records in the customers collection.
Of particular interest was the
classification of recording categories by
various colors for corresponding records.
The film exemplified a level of service
non-existent in today's retail market. Phil
also brought two 45 RPM record players
for display. A lively discussion followed
the film.

Share-A-Ride: Correspondence asso-
ciated with recent membership renewals
has prompted your editor to start a new
feature in the Broadcaster. Some mem-
bers, because of age or minor disabilities,
or who would just like some .gomg,
panionship during the ride, may find it
(Continued on page 2)






