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MEETING/
ACTIVITY
NOTES

Reported by Marv Beeferman
and Marsha Simkin

Elections heid at thie Juiie meeting bring
congratulations and sincere wishes for suc-
cessful and productive terms for the follow-
ing new officers:

President - Phil Vourtsis

Vice President - Jim Fisher
Treasurer - Sal Brisindi (tentative)
Sgt. at Arms - Dave Snellman
Technical Coordinator - Al Klase
Trustee - Gary D’ Amico

Honorary membership certificates, art-
fully created by Marsha Simkin, were pre-
sented to Ruth and Jim Whartenby, who
will make their new home in North Car-
olina, and Ludwell Sibley whose family is
headed cross country to Oregon. For new
phone numbers and addresses, contact your
editor at (609)-693-9430. Both Jim and
Ludwell have promised to remain active
from afar with their thoughts and insights
on the Southern and Western collecting
scenes; look forward to their articles in fu-
ture issues.

The club’s “show-and-tell” sessions are
always engaging and amusing and June’s
event was no different. Some of the entries
that brought oh’s, ah’s and an occasional
well-intentioned wisecrack included:

e John Butz Fiscina’s Philco 39-70 farm
radio running on military surplus A &
B battery packs. John also showed a
photomultiplier tube used on a proto-
type infrared telescope he obtained
from a former member of RCA’s Engi-
neering department and a Zenith and
Tung Sol advertising clock. The
Zenith clock was obtained from a Con-
necticut repair shop where the owner
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The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, June 12th at
7:30 PM in the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main
Street in Freehold. Contact Marv Beeferman at 609-693-9430 or Phil
Vourtsis at 732-870-7104 for directions. This month’s program, hosted by
Al Klase, will deal with the Alexanderson alternator. It will include a brief
history, some technical details and an account of the reception of the recent
transmissioa from Grimeion, Sweden on 18,000 meters. Flans for our up-
coming swapmeet in September will also be discussed and first hand feed-
back from our June picnic will also be presented. Hope to see a great
turnout in support of our new administration.

kept it lighted after the store closed so
that people waiting for the bus out-
side his shop could anticipate the
next scheduled arrival. A Norman
Rockwell collector plate entitled “The
Radio Operator” and a mystery crys-
tal set rounded off John’s contribu-
tions.

George Shield’s Australian version of
a mid-30’s Air King “Skyscraper”
(described by plastic collectors as
“one of the great American clas-
sics”). This version, manufactured
by Amalgamated Radio of Australia
with its chassis made in England,
operates from 220 volts, has a tuning
dial in meters and ntilizes an interest-
ing geared volumn: control.  George
noted that he received the radio as a
gift from a New Zealand friend who
he helped restore an early TV.

Aaron Hunter’s 1946 GE which gets
power from a rechargeable 2.2 V
lead-acid battery and vibrator. Based
on its cast, pot metal cabinet, Aaron
initially thought the radio was mili-
tary.

Bernie Gindoff’s mother of all tele-
phones. Bernie based his 2X model
on a 1920’s vintage Western Electric
brass candlestick phone and crafted
most of it from solid walnut. The
phone even sports a radio that actu-
ates through a mercury switch when
the receiver is lifted

e Marty Friedman’s Sonora advertising
piece from the early 30’s. A station
is dialed in on a revolving cardboard
wheel and the opposite side lists its
associated city and frequency. Made
for 3-dialers, it also allows settings to
be listed for most often used stations.

e Marv Beeferman’s rechargeable wet
cell A/B battery consisting of 24 indi-
vidual glass Exide cells in their origi-
nal black wooden box. Marv also
showed a Gray Endurance Battery
(obtained from the Molettiere auc-
tion) made by Gray’s Electro Chemi-
cal Lab of Bayonne, N.J. The 78
glass-cell, rechargeable unit sports
outputs of 16, 18, 27. 45 and 100
veits at 2500 to 3000 mA. Marv is
planning to restore both batteries to
provide his sets with a more
“historical” power source.

e Phil Vourtsis’s vintage wire recorder
and RCA cartridge recorder. The
cartridge recorder had the advantage
of a tape that wouldn’t unravel, ran at
7/8 and 3/4 speeds but was only mar-
keted for 3 to 4 years. Phil also
showed a “Slide-O-Matic” record
player which sold for $5.95 in the
50’s.

e Ben Tongue’s 1” videocon (part of a
monoscope?) and Jim Whartenby’s
Mother and Child religious icon in a
glass tube envelope.

(Continued on page 2)






