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Reported by Marv Beeferman

The May meeting was opened with a re-
quest by President Jim Whartenby for nom-
inations for new officers; the following
were seconded:

President: Phil Vourtsis

Vice President: Jim Fisher
Technical Coordinator: Al Klase
Trustee: Gary D’ Amico

Nominations are still open for Treasurer
and Sargeant-At-Arms, so if anyone is in-
terested in either of these positions please
contact Jim at (732) 271-7701 before the
next meeting. The club is entertaining the
possibility that the office of Sargeant-At-
Arms will be held by more than one indi-
vidual to ease the commitment to attend ev-
ery meeting.

PICNIC AND SWAPMEET: Time is
drawing near for the cutoff for accepting
reservations for our joint picnic/swapmeet
with the Delaware Valley Historic Radio
Club (DVHRC) in Clinton, New Jersey.
The date is Saturday, June 20th, the time
is 8:00 AM and for $20 a person ($30 for®
a family) you will be entitled to a Conti-
nental breakfast, an all-you-can-eat lunch
(hot dogs, hamburgers, salads, sodas and
more) and a swapmeet space; a walk-
around auction is also planned. The re-
laxed setting of this event is a great way to
‘'start the Father’s Day weekend and the
first day of Summer. Directions: For those
coming from Pennsylvania, the simplest
approach is to use 1-95 into New Jersey,
then take NJ 31 to the north of Flemington.
NJ 31 connects with I-78 westbound south
of Clinton. Continue using the following
directions for New Jersey residents: Take
exit 15 of I-78/US 22 South 1/2 mile on
RT. 513. Make a left on RT. 617 (Sidney
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done so much to support the club.

MEETING NOTICE Pt

The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, June 12th at
7:30 PM in the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main
Street in Freehold. Contact Marv Beeferman at 609-693-9430 or Jim
Whartenby at 732-271-7701 for directions. Elections will be held for a new
slate of officers and attendance is required to vote. This meeting also pro-
vides a great opportunity to bid adieu and cast a special vote of thanks to
the Whartenbys and Sibleys who will be leaving the area in June and have
Our quarterly show-and-tell session
also will allow members to spotlight a unique item in their collection, an
interesting restoration or a puzzling unknown for our experts to decipher.
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Rd.) and continue 1.3 miles to Elks Lodge
2434 (on the left).

Speaking of cutoffs, June is the last
month that membership will be main-
tained for members with dues in arrears
(1/98 on your address label). Let’s make
1998 a 100% renewal year with a $15
check to membership secretary Marsha
Simkin at 10 Avalon Lane in Matawan,
N.J. (07747).

Bits and pieces from the May meeting
included a request from John Dilks for a
1910 vintage wood “institutional-type”
table to be used for a mobile museum that
he’s planning. Also discussed was the va-
lidity of some of the “published” events
associated with the Titanic disaster, in-
cluding David Sarnoff’s stint at Wana-
maker’s department store in New York
and questions about Marconi and the role
of wireless. It was suggested by Ludwell
Sibley that a more credible description

could be found in the book Empire of the
Air by Tom Lewis which notes that “The
Titanic episode illustrates Sarnoff’s ability
to turn history into a fable” and “Evidence
suggests that Marconi himself colluded
with some of his operators to limit news of
the Titanic’s demise, even the list of sur-
vivors.” Jim Whartenby suggested a trip
to the David Sarnoff Library as a very re-
warding and enlightening experience.

Ludwell Sibley hosted an informative
and entertaining presentation on the ob-
scure hobby of collecting glass telegraph
and telephone insulators, complete with
free samples. Phrased in typical Sibley
fashion, “It may be useful and/or just fun
to ‘put the wire back in wireless’ and re-
view the insulator scene.” Ludwell was
kind enough to provide a write-up of his
presentation for the Broadcaster which is
included in this month’s issue. Also in-
cluded is the handout from Ray Chase’s
radio postcard presentation from the April
meeting. I hope you also enjoy the New
York Times reprint “Big Sound, Little
Boxes” regarding the rebirth of the table-
top radio, described as “retro Art Deco in
inoffensive colors.” Some of the conclu-
sions seemed interesting: “Part of the ap-
peal of table-tops is as a counterbalance to
the intrusions of high technology into peo-
ple’s lives...” and “The high-priced stacks
of electronic components...that are intimi-
dating and take up a good deal of space,
are fading.”






