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It’s hard to tell whether the pleasant
weather brought on by El Niflo (why
not?...its been blamed for everything else)
or the natural tendency for radio collectors
to defy all odds (including Friday the 13th)
in search of “stuff, ” was responsible for
the excellent turnout at February’s meet-
ing. Everyone looked pretty sharp in their
black and gold club sweat shirts provided
by Ruth Whartenby (732-271-7701) at a
very reasonable price. A consistent 30%
membership attendance is really something
to be proud of. Perhaps the headcount at
our upcoming March meeting, on a second
consecutive bewitching day of the month,
will give us some additional insight.

But I tend to believe our success is
based more on a philosophy of good-
fellowship and an earnest desire to share
our knowledge with others, that of both ex-
perienced and novice collector alike, while
leaving politics ta the Nemosmite and Pe-
publicans. This philosophy, first estab-
lished by club founder and first President
Tony Flanagan over six years ago, contin-
ues today with Jim Whartenby and hope-
fully will continue well into the future. So
let’s try to make 1998 a banner year with-
out having to mail out even one onerous
“This may be your last issue of the
Broadcaster if dues are not received
within the next month” (I guess you were
wondering where this was going). The key

CALL FOR 1998
DUES

is a “1/98” on your mailing label which
should immediately spark a $15 (single) or
$20 (family) check made out to the NJARC
and an envelope addressed to:
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MEETING/ MEETING NOTICE
ACTIVITY _
NOTES The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, March 13 at
7:30 PM in the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main

Street in Freehold. Contact Marv Beeferman at 609-693-9430 or Jim
Whartenby at 732-271-7701 for directions. In lieu of a formal technical
nreseny‘ation, this manth’s meeting =il £~-:r2 our always popilar “show-
and-tell” session so members are requested to offer a radio-related item or
interesting anecdote they might want to share informally with the club. In
addition, the scavenger hunt item for this month is a discrete radio compo-
nent (capacitor, resistor, coil, etc...but no tubes) with the oldest patent date
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marked on it.
e Jon Butz Fiscina and other club mem-
Marsha Simkin bers who provided traffic control dur-
10 Avalon Lane ing the first hectic half-hour. Jon also

Matawan, NJ 07747

February’s swapmeet, after some initial
trepidation on my part when the gate
wasn’t unlocked until 7:30, went well.
It’s not surprising that as much as you try
to plan for most eventualities, a few new
kinks always provide learning experi-
ences to be carried over to “next time.”
Getting the phone number of the Armory
caretaker is a typical example. However,
with 40 vendors occupying close to 50 ta-
bles, the meet was quite successful and
not as congesied as the last one. As usual,
it’s always nice to give a vote of thanks to
our many “helping hands:”

e Phil Vourtsis, for helping with the
floor layout, returning to the Armory
a second time to tape down layout
guidelines and directing table traffic
on the day of the meet.

e Marsha Simkin (with support from
her husband Jerry) for attending to
the club table, collecting rental fees,
selling 50/50 tickets, collecting dues
and handing out membership blanks
under poor environmental conditions
(a cold wind seemed to find its way
directly to the table through the truck
bay door). Marsha’s efforts have re-
sulted in adding 10 new members.

donated 7 traffic cones to the club.

e  Ludwell Sibley, Gary D’ Amico, John
Ruccolo and Pete Grave (Mr. Energy,
who handled the walk-around auc-
tion) who shleped in a vanload of test
gear, WW II military equipment and
enough assorted counter-radar gear
(AN/ARR-5 and AN/APR-4 search
receivers; AN/APT-2 and AN/APT-5
jammers, etc.) to equip an electronic-
countermeasures aircraft.

e Jim Whartenby for coming up with a
food vendor at the very last minute.

e Those patient individuals who were
able to sit it out for a few extra min-
utes waiting for the keys to unlock the

* Armory gate to arrive while yours
truly pondered a radio linecord neck-

tie party.

February’s meeting opened with a dis-
cussion of the efforts by Fred Carl, a Mon-
mouth County resident, who is attempting
to establish an “Information Age Learning
Center” at the Belmar Marconi station at
Camp Evans. Letters of support have
been forwarded by both the club and Lud-
well Sibley implying an interest to support
the project by maintaining a permanent
museum and workshop at the site. An ar-
ticle in this month’s Broadcaster provides
more details about the project.
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