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CHARLES “TONY”
ELANAGAN MEETING NOTICE
1942 - 1998

Tony was a special agent with the U.S.
Secret Service for 20 years until 1991.
After his retirement, he was a special agent
in charge of the Philadelphia office of the
U.S. Railroad Retirement Board Office of
the Inspector General for six years, retiring
in 1998. He dedicated his life to law
enforcement and his family. He was a
founder and first president of the New
Jersey Antique Radio Club, Frechold NJ,
and one of the founding members of the
Federal Law Enforcement Officers
Association. He was a member of the
American Legion Post 54, the AMVETS,
the Federal Officers Policemen’s Benev-
olent Association Local 121, the Tri-State
Association of Criminal Investigators, the
Ocean-Monmouth Investigators and the
Vidocq Society. He was a former member
of the Freehold Township Little League
Board of Directors. He served in the Air
Force and was a graduate of Northwest
Missouri State University. Born in New
Brunswick, he lived in East Brunswick,
Roselle Park, Spotswood, Howell and Oak
Grove, Mo., before moving to Freehold
Township 14 years ago. Contributions in
Tony’s memory may be made to the
Greater Monmouth VNA Hospice, 111
Union Ave., Long Branch, NJ 07740.
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From its humble beginnings at the
Monmouth County Library on July 16,
1992, 15 prospective members gathered to
form the New Jersey Antique Radio Club.
Charter member Mark Mittleman noted
that he had to direct traffic outside of the
library to ensure that the club didn’t lose
anyone who was at least able to find the
parking lot. Present membership now
averages about 150, with the club standing
on a solid organizational and financial
foundation for years to come. But what is
most unique about the NJARC and what
makes it stand out from other radio clubs is
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The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, October 9th at
7:30 PM in the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main
Street in Freehold. Contact Marv Beeferman at 609-693-9430 or Phil
Vourtsis at 732-870-7104 for directions. An Executive Board meeting is
scheduled for 6:30 PM. The technical program, “Home-brew Crystal De-
tectors” will be presented by Al Klase and will cover suitable minerals,
-obtaining specimens, mounting and effective homemade stands. A tribute
to Tony Flanagan will also be presented.
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that its roots were solidly established and
its branches lovingly nurtured by an
individual who was not an “experienced”
radio collector - Charles A. “Tony”
Flanagan. With only limited technical and
restoration experience and little familiar-
ity with the thousands of radio makes and
model numbers, he was able to convince
and provide the inspiration for collectors

with 15 to 20 years of experience to form
and support a club.

In an Asbury Park Press interview on
October 9, 1992, a day before the club’s
first flea market at VFW Post 4374 on
Waterworks Road, Tony said that he had
only been collecting radios for about three
years. He purchased his first radio at an
antique radio show in Nashua, N.H. and






