MEETING/
ACTIVITY
NOTES

Reported by Marsha Simkin
and Marv Beeferman

Members at the June meeting of
NJARC were happy to welcome past
President Jim Whartenby and his wife Ruth
who were visiting from North Carolina.
You can see a candid shot of Jim admiring
Gary D’Amico’s Sterling tube tester and
rejuvenator iin the photos of our show-and-
tell session.

The club’s exhibit at the Morris County
Library in Whippany was a tremendous
success. The exhibit generated three
articles in two major newspapers giving
coverage of our club and radio collecting
and proﬁ%g. three major contri-
butors...Ray Chase, Joe Bentrovato and Jon
Butz Fiscina. Thanks again to other
members who donated their time and
artifacts including Phil Vourtsis, Al Klase,
Marv Beeferman and Marsha Simkin.
Ralph Brown, the library’s exhibit
coordinator, is also to be commended for
an eye-catching display, arranging pub-
licity and designing a colorful bocklet
describing the exhibit.

In addition to numerous contacts from
people wanting to sell radios, determine
value, donate items and talk about their
experiences in the radio business, colleges
and other libraries have expressed interest
in the exhibit. For example, there has been
a request for an exhibit from Raritan
Valley Community College - North Branch
in the Sommerville/Whitehouse vicinity.
Jon Butz Fisicina volunteered to coordinate
this effort; anyone living in this area who
would like to assist Jon is welcome to call
him at 908-782-8587.

Also, as a result of our exposure, Phil
Vourtsis received a call from Richard
Seabury who lives in Northern New Jersey.
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732-446-2427 for directions.

interest.

MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, June 9th at 7:30
PM in the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main Street in
Freehold. Contact Marv Beeferman at 609-693-9430 or Phil Vourtsis at
Plans for this month’s technical session have
not yet been finalized, but we’re anticipating a meeting to hold everyone’s
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The Seabury’s were founders of the
Booton Rubber Moulding Company in
1890 and everything that followed.
Richard’s grandfather founded Radio
Frequency Labs in Booton in 1922 and
hired Dr. Holland and Malcolm Ferris (of
Ferris Instruments) to design radios for
Atwater Kent and Grigsby-Grunow.
Richard has pictures and historical
information documenting his grand-
father’s  contributions which  will
hopefully provide the basis of a major
Broadecaster article by Al Klase and Marv
Beeferman. With support from Ludwell
Sibley who started an article on the
“Booton-as-Silicon-Valley -of-NJ” and
Ray Chase who maintains a lot of
information on the hierarchy and lineage
of the many early electronics companies
in the Boonton area, this presents itself as
an exciting undertaking,

Based on an article in the Newark Star
Ledger, Dave Sica has made contact with
the grand nephew of Nikola Tesla. He
has accepted an invitation to speak at one
of our meetings; target dates are either
August or October. We’re also planning
a slide show on the history of the
Tuckerton station some time this year
based on unpublished photographs from
the Giffordtown Schoolhouse Museum.
And finally, one of our members provided
the club with a box of Constantine’s 1999
woodworker’s catalogs for distribution.
Constantine’s is located in the Bronx,
N.Y. and Ft. Lauderdale, Florida and has
always been a primary source of
refinishing supplies for cabinet res-
toration. With appropriate attendance,

the company will provide a technical
session at one of our meetings free-of-
charge.

Jon Butz Fiscina reported on an article
that recently appeared in a local paper
regarding the passing of the Mutual
Broadcasting Network on April 18th.
This station produced many of the popular
shows of the early days of broadcasting.
Jon also asked to contact him if you are
interested in purchasing the collection of
Jeff Cohen or receiving some free consoles
from the Media Director at Hunterdon
H.S.

Thanks goes to those members who
again supported our popular show-and-
tell-session with some very interesting
and unique offerings:

e Gary D’Amico - Gary displayed a
recert find at the Kutztown radic flea
market - a Sterling tube tester and
rejuvenator.

e Marty Friedman - Marty noted the
fact that during the depression,
people purchased radios without the
cabinet and built their own and
illustrated it with a homemade
“creation” housing a Grunow 6C.

e Jon Butz Fiscina - Jon showed a
Philco service charge plaque obtained
from a 96 year-old former serviceman
and a 3-foot thermometer advertising
Sylvania radio tubes.

e John Ruccolo - John displayed what
he described as “home-brews from
the twilight zone.” The first was a
solar-powered radio using a CK722






