MEETING/
ACTIVITY
NOTES

Reported by Marsha Simkin
and Marv Beeferman

A fine evening and a full menu of topics
greeted over 60 antique radio buffs at our
February meeting. First and foremost,
March 20th brings the trumpet shrill of the
merry cuckoo, messenger of Spring
(apologies to Edmund Spenser) and with it
our first swapmeet for ‘99 at the Freehold
Armory. It was a pleasure to see such an
immediate response to a call for volunteers
to assist with traffic control, table
assignment, entrance fee collection and the
like; this always predicts a smoothly run
and successful event. Just a few reminders:
saw a little extra wood in the morning...the
gates won’t open for vendors until 6:30 -
7:00; the food vendor usually doesn’t set up
until 7:30 - 8:00; a ban on sales prior to
8:00 (unless pre-arranged) will be strictly
enforced; buyers will be asked for a $2
entrance fee to defray increased rental and
insurance costs; bring your own tables
(there may be a limited number at the
Armory for an extra $3.00). Probably the
most important item is that if you haven’t
reserved a space yet, do it now! As of
March 5, there are only 15 remaining and
the club receives a rash of interest a week
before the event.

Bill Swayze’s article “Old Radios are
the Stuff Dreams are Made Of” in the Star-
Ledger of February 7th sparked significant
interest and speculation. It showcased
Morristown  councilman’s  William
“Butch” Barber’s collection of 181 clocks,
91 clock radios, 205 televisions and 1,007
radios! Cameo appearances by club
members Rick Weibezahl and Joe
Bentrovato were also included with Joe
commenting on Mr. Barber’s position in
the New Jersey collector’s hierarchy:
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agenda is Ai Kiase’s presentation

MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, March 12th at
7:30 PM in the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main
Street in Freehold. Contact Marv Beeferman at 609-693-9430 or Phil
Vourtsis at 732-446-2427 for directions. ( March’s meeting will be pre-
ceded by an Executive Board meeting starting promptly at 6:30. All Exec-
utive Board members are requested to attend.) Included in this month’s
“Remediai Radio Technology for the
Collector - Part 1,” a mix of odds and ends from radio’s historical and
technological past. We’re also anticipating a short video presentation on
the InfoAge project and hearing the results of last month’s DX contest.

“Butchy is bad. He is in the front seat of
the bus.” More importantly, the NJARC
and InfoAge received some exposure
through an interview with President Phil
Vourtsis, although in some areas
misquotes took their toll. Additional club
exposure may be forthcoming in a
proposed exhibit at the Morris County
Library in Whippany so contact either
Ray- Chase (908-757-9741) or Joe
Bentravato (973-361-7392) if you're
interested in participating. The club is
also seeking volunteers to participate in a
presentation at the Republican’s Club
April meeting in Lakewood.

Ray Chase updated the club on the
status of the InfoAge project based on
recent conversations with its founder,
Fred Carl. Plans are still focused on a
turnover of the Marconi hotel site by Fall
of this year, integrating the opening with
a ceremony to mark the 100th anniversary
of the first use of wireless for “real time”
(more accurately, one minute) reporting
of a major sporting event - the America’s
Cup race off Highlands NJ. Ray
emphasized that the club’s participation
in the development of the InfoAge site is
a once in a lifetime opportunity which
many other clubs would give their
collective right arms for. Fred Shea,
curator of the Broadcaster’s Hall of Fame
(formerly located in Freehold), was also
present at the meeting and talked briefly
about a possible, but not yet defined,

connection with the project.

Since Ray’s talk, Phil Vourtsis has
been in contact with Mr. Carl and a
meeting, perhaps at the hotel site
(presently not opened to the public), is
planned for March; all interested
members are both welcome and en-
couraged to participate. The club also
plans to host a 15 minute InfoAge video
presentation at the March meeting.

Al Klase updated the club on our DX
contest which ended February 28th; from
the show of hands of active participants,
there looks like some stiff competition.
Tom Provost hopes to have the results by
our upcoming meeting and a “live”
demonstration of as many entries as
possible is planned for April

Enthusiastic participation in our show-
and-tell sessions can always be anticipated
and February’s was no exception.
Contributors included:

e Marty Friedman - Marty has the
unique ability to take hopeless basket
cases and bring them back to their
former glory...the Philco cathedral
restoration that he displayed -was
another worthy example. Marty also
filled in for Sal Brisindi, accepting
the acclaim for the -“Ray Chase
challenge” - a GE 200 basket case
that Sal brought back to life but was a
little too modest to accept ac-
knowledgment for .






