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Reported by Marv Beeferman

To uninitiated friends and family, the ti-

tle “radio collector” sometimes brings vi-
sions of pocket-protector adorned techno-
geeks wading through the dry, colorless
desert sands of topics best left in the forgot-
ten realm of a high school or college sci-
ence curriculum. But to anyone who at-
tended NJARC’s holiday party in Decem-
ber, it was quite obvious that silliness and
superheterodyne are not necessarily mutu-
ally exclusive terms. With the aid of meat-
balls, sausage and peppers, chicken fingers,
baked ziti, cold cuts, salads and
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! The first meeting of the NJARC for the new millen-
nium will take place on Friday, January 12th at the Grace Lutheran Church,
corner of Route 33 and Main Street in Freehold. The main event planned for
the evening is an Atwater Kent show-and-tell, although any other interesting
items from your collection or recent acquisitions are quite welcome. Richard
Lee will also be auctioning a donated Hallicrafters S-40A and perhaps some
additional items may show up. We’ll also be accepting $15.00 membership

of our next repair clinic.
“transistor radio” that opens into the
shape of a machine gun.

renewals for 2001. Looking toward the future, in February, Ted Sonderman
will present a Tech Talk on the interesting concept of radio troubleshooting
with a spectrum analyzer. Also, be sure to read this month’s issue for the date

“fountain pen radio.”

e Strangest looking tube - Ray Chase’s
water-cooled Ignitron

. Most unusual radio-

all the trimmings, spirits were
high at our annual event. A full
table of member-provided des-
serts and sweets was just enough
to top off the evening’s fare and
bring sugar levels over the brink.
Personally, although at the
“FULL” mark, I probably had
room for two or three more serv-
ings of Edith Chase’s famous
apple crisp. With basic cravings
of the inner radio collector satis-
fied, members went on to a
pleasant evening of conversa-
tion, contests and games.
Participation in the radio
scavenger hunt was enthusiastic
with a Home Depot gift certifi-
cate awarded to first place win-
ners in each of the categories
represented. Our distinguished
panel of judges was headed by

This beautiful reproduction of a Silver-Marshall “Afound
the World Four” by Tom Provost provides the basis of this

month’s feature article.

related children’s item - Marsha
Simkin’s “Radio Rex” (a
spring-loaded dog is summoned
out of his house with the clap of
the hand)

. Most unusual radio ser-
vice item or test equipment -
Ray Chase’s Military Test Set
I-148A (SWR/power meter for
SCR-270 radar). The SCR-270
radar was in operation at Pearl
Harbor in 1941 and its I-148A
test set was designed at Camp
Evans.

. Ugliest commercial ra-
dio - An NJARC holiday tradi-
tion finally passes and John
Ruccolo’s Lewyt portable
passes the baton to John Butz
Fiscina’s Wilcox “Cathedral
Grand.” Will this radio go for a
try at two-for-two at next year’s

Al Klase and decisions appar-

ently merited membership approval - no re-
counts were demanded! Here’s a rundown
of the winners:

e Most unusual radio that looks like a ra-
dio but isn’t - Richard Lee’s mock

Most unusual speaker - What Marty
Friedman described as a speaker with
a “field coil on steroids” at a fighting
weight of 17 pounds!

Most unusual radio that doesn’t look
like a radio - Steve Sideroff’s

contest?
e Open category - Phil Vourtsis’ custom
made “disco” dual 45 record player.
A wonderful honorable mention in
this category goes to John Ruccolo
with a picture of his dad in the gradu-
ating class of the USCG Radio Train-







