- b ot

July 2001

The Jersey Broadcaster

NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB

Volume 7 Issue 7

$

— MEETING/
= ACTIVITY
NOTES

Reported by Marv Beeferman

Before reviewing the events of the last
meeting, be sure to note that the August
meeting date has been moved to the 17th.
This will allow both vendors and setup peo-
ple to get a good night’s sleep and prepare
for our swapmeet on August 11th. With
next month being somewhat hectic for your
editor, please mark your calendar with this
reading since you probably won’t receive

another Broadcaster reminder until
the week of the 17th.

John Butz Fiscina started the ball
rolling for July’s meeting with a short
talk on a Mende Super 216W which
he picked up in Germany. While
asking a local resident about the op-
erating hours of an antique store he
was interested in, the conversation
inevitably turned to old radios.
John’s acquisition was the result; it
still bares the scars of a WW II bomb-
ing raid in the form of a small crack
on its side when it fell off the table.
Needless to say, John noted that this
crack will remain unrestored.

- The meeting’s technical session
was conducted by Art Kingsley who
presented the interesting topic “What
Kind of a Radio is it Anyhow?” By
making a few minor modifications to
a standard Freshman Masterpiece,
Art was able to simulate close to 10
different radios with reception into
the FM and SW bands. In Art’s own
words:

It looks like a simple Freshman Mas-
terpiece, but its performance far ex-
ceeds any conventional T.R.F. that I

have ever seen, the only modifications to
the radio are a simple phone jack and a
.00025 capacitor. After hearing it operate

meeting.

it perform as 3 individual crystal sets.

' MEETING NOTICE =

The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, July 13th at the
Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main Street in Freehold.
Contact Phil Vourtsis (732-446-2427) or Marv Beeferman (609-693-9430) for
directions. A show-and-tell session is on the agenda for this month so let’s
hear about the latest addition to your collection or that unique item that
you’ve been just itching to show off. Ray Chase will be bringing in some
consoles and a few surprises for our mini-auction so read the Meeting/Activity
Notes section for details. Also included is the re-scheduled date for the August

Art Kingsly performs his'magic on a Freshman
Masterpiece.

Now we replace all the tubes and by care-
ful adjustment of all controls in a non-
conventional T.R.F. manrier; and by injec-

as a simple T.R.F. that it really is, and by tion of external signal from a signal gener-
removing all the tubes, we can now make ator, we are able to convert it to a
“Superheterodyne.” All broadcast band

stations from one end of the dial to
the other are very nicely covered.
With a minor antenna input change
the set now becomes a short-wave
receiver. All frequencies up to 33
MHz are covered very nicely.
Quite an accomplishment for a Fr-
ishman Masterpiece. And last but
certainly not least, we convert it to
a "Regen.” We remove three tubes
and plug a feedback coil into the
new telephone jack that has been
added to the set. Also, the antenna
is moved to the only other addi-
tional component added to the set,
a .00025 capacitor. We tune in a
station, preferably near the center
of the dial, one that can just barely
be heard in the loudspeaker, yes,
that's right, a loudspeaker. Now we
carefully couple the feedback coil
to the third R.F. coil, and listen as
the volume fills the loudspeaker.
As is usual with any "Regen,” this
feedback has to be carefully con-
trolled to minimize having the set
break into unwanted oscillation.
The only thing it cannot do is reflex
or inverse duplex.

Through the efforts of John Dilks, we
finally have received the green light to







