MEETING/
ACTIVITY
NOTES

Reported by Marv Beeferman

NJARC members settled in on a pleas-
ant Friday evening in February for another
full meeting agenda. Well-deserved appre-
ciation was again expressed for January’s
repair clinic with two comments made re-
garding future expectations. Although
members are happy to share their tools and
equipment to make repair projects success-
ful, it would be nice if each participant
tried to bring at least the essen-
tials...soldering iron, solder, tools (a set of
pliers, screwdrivers, wire strippers, sockets
and driver, etc.), hookup wire, a
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MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, March 9th at the
Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main Street in Freehold.
Be sure you browse this month’s Meeting/Activity Notes for news of the
“Dilk’s Challenge,” a mini-auction, and other events planned for the evening.
If you participated in the Broadcast Band DX Contest, it would be appreci-
ated if you could bring in your entry to talk about with our members and to

be photographed for posterity.

tuning controls. It looks as if 222 and
01A tubes were used. I have a strong feel-
ing this was an early ham receiver, due to
the plug-in coils being small (wound on
tube bases, not too many turns and small
variable condensers) and the extensive at-
tempt to shield everything including the
bottom and top of the receiver (all inside).

in very poor condition, including missing
molding and a painted case, and was ob-
tained from a recent club auction. (The
former owner, Issac Blonder, said that he
picked it out of the garbage when he was
a kid.) Marty said that both pessimism
and optimism had their day throughout
the project , but, from the looks of the fin-
ished product, it appears that

multimeter and any other items
that would be essential to con-
tinue the repair process at home.
Also, although it doesn’t appear
to be a major problem area,
please pay for capacitors and
tubes at the time of purchase in-
stead of building up a “tab” and
paying at the end of the day. The
availability of some extra change
on the day of the clinic might
-help here. Finally, it was sug-
gesied that we “talk-up” the suc-
cess of our clinic in other antique
radio publications such as 4An-
tique Radio Classified... your
Editor will follow up on this ac-
tion item.

has extensive copper shielding, including the top and bottom
of the case. John believes it’s an early ham receiver.

optimism won out.

The evening’s Tech Talk
presented by Ted Sonderman
covered the interesting concept
of radio troubleshooting using a
spectrum analyzer. Using an
AVCOM PS65A portable unit,
Ted demonstrated the advan-
tage of the spectrum analyzer
for examining signal purity and
identifying parasitic oscillations
and harmonics and its capabil-
ity to find intermittents and os-
cillator problems, especially in
FM radios. By being able to
“see” the cleanliness and ampli-
tude of a signal, problems with
tracking, bad tubes, dirty capac-

John Dilks shared another
unusual find, this one from the Frostfest
Hamfest held in Richmond VA in January.
Let’s let John describe it as you look at the
Broadcaster photo:

“...a very interesting battery radio in a
wood cabinet - typical homebrew battery
set cabinet. Inside, everything is shielded
with copper...each stage, RF coil, RF amp,
Detector stage and a two-tube amp. Three

It must have 7-10 pounds of copper, as it’s
heavy and very well constructed. The au-
dio transformers appear to be late 20s to
1930s type, but I’m not sure.”

Another Broadcaster photo on page 2
shows a 1940 Motorola table radio beauti-
fully restored by Marty Friedman and de-
scribed in a short slide presentation he
provided for members. The original was

itor plates, etc. are easily dis-
covered and FM IF’s become simple to
tune. Ted also pointed out the elimination
of loading problems (probe capacitance
will detune a circuit) introduced by tradi-
tional test gear...a non-obtrusive, probe
type antenna pickup placed in the vicinity
of the area of interest is all that is needed
to capture the signal.
Reservations are beginning to come in
for our Spring outdoor swapmeet at the







