s MEETING/
—F ACTIVITY
2 NOTES

Reported by Marv Beeferman

My apologies for the quality of last
month’s Broadcaster; 1 was on a tight
schedule and Staples nad aiready donc ine
damage. To make room for a little more
material this month, we’ll limit our Meet-
ing Notes section to just a few comments
and delete the advertisements.

The attendance at the September meet-
ing was a little sparse, as expected, but the
evening was filled quite nicely with a video
of the Ralph Muchow museum and a mini-
auction.

First and foremost on the new business
agenda is our Winter swapmeet. Because
of an expected heightened alert status, the
availability of the Freehold armory is ques-
tionable and we have not received, as of
this date, any follow-up to some sugges-
tions made at the September meeting. If
there are any future developments follow-
" ing the October meeting, we’ll keep you in-
formed.

Our next Radio Clinic is scheduled for
October 20th at our meeting room in the
Grace Lutheran Church from 9 AM to 5
PM. If you will st be attending the Qcto-
ber meeting, ensure you contact Phil Vourt-
sis to volunteer as a coach or to give him an
idea of what you intend to bring to work on.
Phil can be reached at 732-446-2427.

Tom Provost reports that Al Klase is
back in circulation; he had a chance to talk
to him at the DVRA hamfest. Tom said
that Al was recovering nicely, looked good
and it was great to see him doing so well.
On the same note, the Sibleys are back
home and Ludwell sends his regards to all
of us that kept him and Marilyn in our
thoughts:

“This is to thank all of you who helped
sweat out Marilyn’s and my, er,
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MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, October 12th at
the Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Route 33 and Main Street in Freehold.
Contact Phil Vourtsis (732-446-2427) or Marv Beeferman (609-693-9430) for
directions. The evening’s agenda includes a show-and-tell session with no spe-
cial theme so we’ll accept anything that can be looked at, listened to, turned
on, twisted or generally ogled and related to radio or or broadcasting. John
Dilks promises to let us look at his repro Marconi Magnetic Detector which
an old-timer made for him from dimensions found in an early radio book.
We’ll also have a mini-auction of the remaining items from the Camden
cleanup, a few promising to be a little more desirable than the last few lots.

Y

“automobiling excitement” just before the
Rochester meet. We’re now out of medi-
cal custody and back home in Oregon.
Long-range prospects are quite good.
Your cards, emailed encouragement, etc.
were most welcome. Jerry Vanicek
emerges as the super-hero of this event,
having extracted our “stuff” from the ruins
of the car, put us up for several days post-
hospital, etc.”

We’ve also heard from Jon Butz Fiscina
who is now settled in Texas. John asks his
NJARC “pardners” not to be strangers and
to drop him a line at 2418 Briarbrook
Lane, Garland, Texas, 75040 (972-496-
5082). He says he’d be happy to talk
about a 75-tube radio he just acquired
{you know these Texans)

We’ll close with an interesting obser-
vation made by Ray Chase with regard to

recent events:

“It’s ironic that the tower that Edwin Arm-
strong erected in Alpine, NJ in the 1930s,
in order to conduct his experiments with
FM radio (after having been ousted from
the Empire State Building by Sarnoff), is
now being used for many of New York
City’s metropolitan area major TV sta-
tions after loss of the facilities on the
World Trade Center. Few people are
aware of the historical significance of this
facility high on the Palisades in this very

exclusive community. There has been re-
cent discussions of building a larger tower
in this area, since adding the necessary an-
tennae to the Empire State Building will
be an expensive and time consuming pro-
ject. I am sure that Major Armstrong
would be impressed with the longevity and
new-found significance of the structure
that he built and enjoyed so much.
(Armstrong delighted in heights and
would use any excuse to cavort on a high
antenna tower.)

BALLAST TUBE
SUBSTITUES

By Marv Beeferman

In the early 1930s, hard-pressed radio
manufacturers sought a way to reduce the
cost of their radios so that more people
could afford them. The outcome was the
elimination of expensive power trans-
formers by connecting tube filaments and
pilot lamps in series, directly across the
AC line. Of course, anything that is con-
nected across the AC line has to drop 117
volts.

To accomplish this, tube manufacturers
brought out rectifiers and power output






