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Reported by Marv Beeferman

The NJARC March meeting brought
some 65 guests and members to the David
Sarnoff Library in Princeton. Of major in-
terest was the library’s Executive Director
Alex Magoun’s presentation “The Bananas
were Blue: RCA, CBS and the Invention of
Electronic Color Television.” Blue ba-
nanas? Well, it seems that the team that ran
early tests of RCA’s color system were a
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items and two tube testers.

- MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, April 11th at 7:30
PM at the David Sarnoff Library in Princeton NJ. Reference past Broad-
caster issues, see the NJARC web site or contact Phil Vourtsis at 732-446-2427
for directions. A show-and-tell session is scheduled for this month, so bring
one of your favorites to display and talk about. In addition, John Dilks will
be selling, at very attractive prices, a number of pieces of test equipment just
right for someone starting out in the hobby. Included are a few Heathkit

born.

Alex and Dave Sica will be heading
West next week to attend the Early Televi-
sion Foundation Museum’s first annual

If you haven’t paid your 2003 dues
(probably just an oversight), you’ll find a
“last issue” notice on this month’s mailing.
If you believe there is a mistake or you’ve
remitted your $20 within the last

wild and crazy bunch (no pun
intended). A nearby can of
blue paint offered a great op-
portunity for one of these trick-
sters to disguise a banana in the
fruit bowel being used to test
transmission quality. He played
dumb, insisting that the banana
was still its natural mellow yel-
low. The technicians on the
receiving end tore their hair out
adjusting the system to bring
the fruit back to its original
color, only to discover the ruse
some three days later.

Alex reviewed the factors
that make an idea a reality and
stressed that they are not neces-
sarily all technical; federal reg-
ulations, business factors and
consumer acceptance were all

David Sarnoff Library Executive Director Alex Magoun and
DVHRC member Dave Abramson examine a prototype, flat
screen 16” shadow mask CRT. This tube features a metal

shell

week, contact our membership
secretary Marsha Simkin and the
problem will be corrected. Oth-
erwise, please send Marsha a
check before the end of the
month; her address can be found
on page 2.

We are now taking reserva-
tions for our Swapmeet at the
North Centerville Vol. Fire Co.
in Hazelet on Sunday, June
22nd. An early reservation will
secure an 8-foot table at no extra
cost. A flyer, suitable for fram-
ing but more importantly of re-
production quality, is included
in this month’s issue for local
distribution. Note that the meet
starts a half-our later (8:30 for
buyers, 7:30 for sellers) then the

critical in firming up the direc-
tion that would be taken in color TV devel-
opment. Indeed, following WW II, CBS
felt that public acceptance of black-and-
white would be limited and investment in
color TV was a must to capture a large mar-
ket share. Fortunately, CBS recognized that
the field sequential color wheel was a tech-
nological dead end, with its poor brightness
and inability to handle fast changing im-
ages. Eventually, the 3-image orthicon was

early television convention on April
12/13th. There is the possibility of an
open spot in their vehicle, so contact Dave
if you’re interested (although I can’t be-
lieve that you would consider missing an
NJARC meeting). Alex will be presenting
“The History of the NTSC Color System”
among a host of other technical and
restoration topics. Take good notes and
pictures guys...I'm committing you to a
Broadcaster article.

standard start time. Our fall
meet will take place on Saturday, Novem-
ber 1st at the same location.

We have also finalized arrangements
with the Delaware Valley Radio Associa-
tion (DVRA) for a combined ham-
fest/computerfest/antique radio meet on
Sunday, September 14th. The meet will
take place at the National Guard Armory in
Lawrenceville, New Jersey. We’re very
excited about this format which will cater






