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Reported by Marv Beeferman

The October meeting of NJARC fea-
tured a show-and-tell with a Zenith theme.
Here are some of the offerings:

oSteve Collandra found his Zenith model
J665 “Zebra Cobra-Matic” radio/phono
“new and in-the box.” This 1953 find uses
a “Cobra” tone arm and special cartridge
with the same needle for both 78 and 45
RPM records (no flipping required). In ad-
dition, the phono uses a continuous, vari-
able speed drive between 16 and 78
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MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, November 14th at
7:30 PM at the David Sarnoff Library in Princeton NJ. Reference past
Broadcaster issues, see the NJARC web site or contact Phil Vourtsis at 732-
446-2427 for directions. This month, judging will take place for the BC Band
Hombrew Radio Contest with prizes in each category so remember to bring
your eniry. We’'ll ailso have another mini-auction featuring mostly audio
equipment; the list can be found in this month’s Broadcaster. Ensure you read
the MEETING/ACTIVITY NOTES section; you’ll find important informa-
tion regarding December’s holiday party.

oceanic, a 1940 5G438 wood radio and
two early 50s radio/phono units. The one
to the right in the photo was called a
“Twin-Seven” which played 33 and 45
RPM records on two separate turntables
which spun at the same time. Although the

Zenith’s partial return to the CRL
“laboratory” look with a boxy cabinet and
engraved, black bakelite panel. It sold for
about $85.

Our November 1st swapmeet in Hazelet
went very smoothly with over 100 vis-

RPM with no stops between speeds.
eYou’ll just have to ask Darren Hoff-
man more about this one, but while
“dumpster diving in the shadow of Arm-
strong’s Alpine FM antenna,” he came
up with a black and rare coral-colored
Zenith Royal Philharmonic transistor ra-
dio, both in original boxes.

eln keeping with our Zenith theme,
Marty Friedman showed his “Teeny-
Zeenie” beanie baby.

eWalt Heskes “liked the look” of his
K401, 1953 portable which uses a 1L6
converter. It has a hi-lo switch to reduce

A full house awaits the 6
broadcast of The War of the Worlds at the David
Sarnoff Library on Saturday, November 1st.

Sth anniversary radio

itors having their choice of a diversity
of radiowares spread over 45 tables.
All the help of our volunteer members
was much appreciated with special
thanks to the Marsha and Jerry Simkin
for making check-in such a breeze.
Thanks also to Dave Snellman for tak-
ing care of the “coffee shop” duties,
Sal Brisindi and Richard Lee for con-
ducting a great walk-around auction
and President Phil Vourtsis for attend-
ing to all the administrative tasks and
behind-the-scene headaches.

The club received a very nice letter
from a family who brought their fa-

filament current through the tube’s fila-
ment and save battery life.

eJoe O’Neal showed his 1946 8H034 with
2 FM bands which Zenith tagged “The Ma-
jor.” Joe wondered about the two bands un-
til his question was answered in the October
2003 Broadcaster - the 44-50 MHz band
was moved to 88-106 MHz in 1945 and
Zenith marketed “two band FM” radios un-
til the end of 1948 to pick up both fre-
quency ranges.

eJohn Winans talked about his early 60’s
Zenith Royal 500 transistor radio.

oPhil Vourtsis showed a quartet of Zenith
products, including a Royal 1000 Trans-

unit used the famous “Cobra” tone arm, it
sold poorly and was marketed for only one
year.

eJohn Ruccolo displayed two Zenith
hearing aids from the late 40s using sub-
miniature tubes whose technology was uti-
lized for WW II proximity fuses.

eOwen Gerboth’s 1946 Zenith 6G004Y
is better known as the “Global” portable.
This all-loktal radio was produced in very
low numbers and considered somewhat
rare.

eMarv Beeferman showed a later version
1923 Zenith 4R. This radio represented

ther’s collection to sell at the meet. In part:

“Thanks for the help members and friends
of the NJARC provided my family in find-
ing homes for my father’s collection. That
is exactly what we set out to do on Satur-
day - sell the radios to individuals like my
Dad who had a love and passion for col-
lecting old radios. It would have been
much easier for us to call someone in and
have them buy the lot - but we wanted
them to go to other collectors just like him.
We met wonderful people at your swap-
meet and, for a few hours, we were able to







