MEETING/
ACTIVITY
NOTES

Reported by Marv Beeferman

Herb Hobler was the honored guest at
the NJARC September meeting. Mr.
Hobler took the club through an au-
dio/visual tour relating to his experiences
with radio and early television. He worked
for many years in production and sales for
both the Mutual Radio Network and NBC,
making the acquaintance of many of the
stars of this era including Bing Crosby,
Walter Winchell, Kate Smith, Ed Wynn,
Red Skeleton and Dave Garroway. Herb
told us that the Today show concept was al-
most crushed by initial skepticism...who
would get up at 7 AM just to watch a news
program? Considering its immediate popu-
larity, it appears that at least a few NBC ex-
ecutives were on the side of innovation.

In later years, Mr. Hobler founded
WHWH (1350 AM in Princeton) using his
initials for part of the call letters and Tren-
ton’s powerhouse pop FM station WPST,
the first stereo AM station in the state. He
also developed a subscription radio service
called Radic 2 in association with Dow
Jones based on code-selected and pre-
programmed subjects.

Judging for the NJARC home-brew ra-
dio contest has been moved to the Novem-
ber meeting. This should afford plenty of
time to put finishing touches on those well-
on-their-way entries. For new members and
what is hoped is a limited number of pro-
crastinators, the contest rules are repeated
in this month’s Broadcaster. We’ve had
some great entries over the last two
years...let’s hope that the bar will be raised
another notch with this year’s creations.

Infoage Update

oAl Klase helped Ray Chase deliver two
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MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of the NJARC will take place on Friday, September 19th at
7:30 PM at the David Sarnoff Library in Princeton NJ. Reference past
Broadcaster issues, see the NJARC web site or contact Phil Vourtsis at 732-
446-2427 for directions. An Executive Board meeting will be held at 6:45 PM
- please be prompt. This month’s meeting will offer an auction of a nice selec-
tion of Heathkit test equipment and communications gear and other odds-
and-ends; see page 7 of this month’s Broadcaster for a summary listing.

large glass showcases to cottage #2, future
home of the Broadcasters Hall of Fame.
That brings Ray’s contribution, at a very
low cost to the club, to 7 illuminated units
with some only needing a little clean up,

Herb Hobler talks about a very active
life in radio and the early days of tele-
vision.

electrical work and brackets. Ray has
asked director Fred Carl for a floor plan so
that we can start planning a layout and a
firm commitment for an alarm system.
With the weather cool and dry, we’ll be
scheduling some future weekend and
weekday dates for upcoming work.

eIn mid-August, a number of NJARC
members received their visitor greeting

training and the draft “Greeters Guide”
was reviewed. The goal was for each
member organization to send a few repre-
sentatives to learn the ins and outs of greet-
ing Infoage visitors at the cottages and to
deliver our vision for a future science-
history center. OMARC has started the
Sunday 1PM-4PM rotation on.September
7th and a schedule will be developed so
each organization can take a Sunday and
act as a visitor host.

oThe IEEE History Center is advocating
for a central repository/archives of New
Jersey’s communications and engineering
history at Camp Evans. At a recent meet-
ing of AT&T and Lucent archive represen-
tatives, support for Infoage was reiterated
with a commitment of lending us exhibits
and items from their collections.
eArrangements have been made for the de-
livery of 20 surplus Army PC’s to the site.
This will allow the display of video seg-
ments that are currently on VHS and DVD.
oThe Army has ordered and will be deliv-
ering portable dehumidifier units in order
to stabilize some of the less maintained ar-
eas. Three commercial air-conditioning
units were delivered to the site with trans-
portation provided by Wall Public Works.
They also transported metal casting equip-
ment from the Neptune Middle School
which will enable us to fabricate cast parts
for future exhibits.

The above is just a sampling of the numer-
ous activities and contributions that have
taken place during the past six months.







