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Reported by Marv Beeferman

The NJARC June meeting featured a
“show-and-tell” of foreign radios and mem-
bers were treated to some great examples
and amusing stories. It was all caught on
film (what else at an antique radio club?)
and you’ll find the photos in this month’s
Broadcaster. Here’s a summary of what we
saw:

eTom Provost displayed a Dutch 89WKN
“Emud” Mittelwellen which took some
heavy-duty restringing to get the dial work-
ing right. He also showed an early 50’s
Phillips “431D” which was manufactured in
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and pictures.

MEETING NOTICE

The next meeting of the New Jersey Antique Radio Club will take place on
Friday, July 8th, at the David Sarnoff Library in Princeton, NJ at 7:30 PM.
Contact President Phil Vourtsis (732-446-2427) for directions. This month,
we’ll hear from Al Klase who attended the Armstrong Commemorative
Broadcast from the Alpine, NJ tower.
old FM band on Saturday, June 11th under a special temporary license from
the FCC. Al will report his “birds eye” view of the festivities with sound bites

The broadcast was conducted on the

Phil received one of his first foreign sets as
a gift. Also shown was a Grundig Majestic
obtained at a house sale and a Telefunkin
“Bajazzo TS/Europa-W” which was a gift
from a 1970 trip to Germany from Phil’s
father-in-law. This last one had quite a
history. The radio was in the trunk of
Phil’s 1967 Pontiac Bonneville when the

a TV shop during a trip to far away Latvia
and runs off 220/127 volts. Leo also dis-
played a Russian military set of unknown
history. We could tell it was Russian since
the voltmeter was enclosed in red bakelite.
eWalt Heskes showed a Normende Globe-
trotter which he used as a car radio (uses 8
“D” cells). Like Tom Provost’s sets, this

Australia but used American
tubes and a German Blaupunkt |/
NU630V superhet (and supercap
- 48 capacitors in all) with per- ||
meability tuning. Tom noted that |
with any foreign radio restora-
tion, be prepared to do some ac-
tive searching to find the right ]!
tubes.

eYour editor talked about his
British BTH Type C twin detec-
tor crystal set manufactured by
Thomson Houston in 1924.
Marv explained that Thomson

This Atwater Kent breadboard, in excellent condition with
brass-based/tipped 01A’s, showed up for an unplanned auc-
tion and was hammered down at over $1,000. Two additional
items are shown on page 2.

also had “an impossible dial
string.

eDave Snellman talked about
his Normande “Transita De-
luxe” and Owen Gerboth de-
scribed his Dynatron “Nomad”
portable.

eRichard Lee gave us a history
lesson on his VE301 German
People’s Radio (Volksemfan-
ger). The concept was a mass-
produced cheap radio receiver
for the reception of German

Houston was a subsidiary of

RCA and was part of the consortium (GE,
Marconi, Metropolitan Vickers, the Radio
Communication Company and Western
Electric) that formed the BBC in 1922. The
set bears the BBC/PMG stamp marked with
the British GPO (General Post Office) reg-
istration number. Not foreign but interest-
ing, Marv also showed a novelty clock
made from a vacuum tube and assorted
electronic components.

oPhil Vourtsis described the repair clinic
that ran during lunch hours at Bell Labs.
The repaired radios were donated to the less
fortunate. At the close of AT&T in 1983,

car was stolen and used as a bank robbery
get-away car. The car was recovered
along with the radio, but the FBI asked
Phil if they could use it (the car, not the
radio) as bait to capture the “Mutt & Jeff”
bank robbers who had a penchant for mid-
60’s GM cars. Phil declined of course - I
think he didn’t want to risk losing another
radio.

eMarty Friedman found his late 50’s
Grundig Majestic 2520U at an NJARC
auction about 10 years ago for $3.00.
Marty tells us that the radio has a great
sound and uses an electrostatic tweeter.
eLeo Assur’s table set was obtained from

State propaganda. The radio
sported the Reichsadler emblem, an eagle
with outstretched wings and talons grasp-
ing a swastika, that familiar symbol of the
Third Reich and ultimate evil. In keeping
with the limited sensitivity necessary to
make reception of stations outside Ger-
many difficult, the TRF design had only
two stages - a first stage detector followed
by an audio output stage.

eAnother working dumpster treasure -
Mike Christiansen’s Portuguese-made
Grundig “Satellit 1400 Professional.”
eDarren Hoffman showed off a real beauty
- a Norwegian “Symfoni” Super DV made
by the RadioNett Company. Darren







